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January, 2007
Dear Reader,

“Thou art the same” (Heb. 1:12). “Jesus Christ thesame yesterday,
and today, and for ever” (Heb. 13:8).

With the New Year upon us, we do well to pause lan# backward
as well as forwardWe need to look back over a road we have
trodden and known, and look on to a path as yet ue®n and
untrodden. Can we not look back to the past year and recathany
experiences of the Lord’s gracious dealing withagsmany mercies,
so much grace, such compassion and guidakloe® good it is to
remember the Lord’s faithfulness, and to be conscics of the fact
that He will always be true to Himself, and to Hisown promises.
But the Lord of yesterday is the same faithful Lordof today and
of tomorrow. With a Lord like this, we can look badk on our past
year, on our past pilgrimage, with gratitude, and ve can look on
to what is left to us of our journey through life,with whatever the
future may have for us to meet, with confidence inhe Lord who
can not fail us. He was yesterday what He is now,eHs the same
today as He was yesterday, He will be the same tomow as He
was always. “Thou art the same” (Heb. 1:12) is Hisame.

May this lovely name, with all its wonders, be t® a power and
encouragement in our pilgrimage in the New Year.

I would like to acknowledge those faithful ones whdnave been a source
of help and encouragement to me: the Lord knows the and He will
reward them. Also, | want to thank all of you dearreaders for your
overwhelming response to the magazine. | trust thagou will enjoy this
issue, and please keep praying for the Lord’s blessgy on Toward the
Mark.

Yours in our soon-coming Lord,
Endl S Wnatbed

Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, New Jersey 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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ILK

"The truth shall make you free”

THE TRIUNE GOD

In a day when the foundations of our most holy fal are being
attacked on all sides, and errors destructive of # very
fundamentals of Christianity are boldly proclaimed, it becomes
all who love the Lord and reverence His Word to bediligently

“building themselves up,” and so assuring themselge of the
“things which they have learned” so as to “continugn them” (2

Tim. 3:14), and be able to lend a helping hand totleers in danger
of being led astray with “the error of the wicked” (2 Pet. 3:17).
Secondhand knowledge is of little value in a day dftress. The
enemy can easily wrest from us any truth held on mme

traditional authority. Only that which we have learned from God,
and hold in faith and love, in the communion of theHoly Ghost (2
Tim. 1:13-14) strengthens the inner man, and becoraeshield and
sword (Eph. 6:16-17) to the warrior in the day of kttle.

“The fool hath said in his heart there is no Gdds.(14:1). Atheism
denies His existence. Deism admits an original €alst denies His
Sovereignty. Agnosticism says He is unknown andnomkable.
Pantheism makes God part of existing things, eBrahminism and
other idolatrous system$Revelation makes known a Living and
True God, His character, His works, and His ways, d “the
testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the sinip” (Ps. 19:7).
To the word of God, our only safe guide in things @ine and
Eternal, let us reverently turn.

ONE TRUE GOD

“There is one God” (1 Tim. 2:4), and “there is rone other but
He” (Mk. 12:32). His glory He “will not give unto another” (Isa.
42:8). The Creator and the Cause of all existencejaterial and
spiritual, formed for Himself and His pleasure (Rev 4:11); He
requires and claims its allegiance. Eternal, Infinie, Omnipotent,
Omniscient; God of Light and Love; in Him “we live and move
and have our being” (Acts 17:28).Yet He is unknown and
unknowable, alike in His mode of existence, Hisrahter, and His
ways, save as He is pleased to reveal Himself to. r@ancerning
Him, the question may be asked as of old, “Carat ty searching
find out God?” (Job 11:7). “The heavens declare glowey of God,
and the firmament showeth His handiwork” (Ps. 191} it is in His
Son (Jn. 1:18), and through His Word, that God bbeen pleased to
reveal Himself. “This is life eternal, that theyght know Thee the
only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hagt &&m 17:3).

ONE GOD IN THREE PERSONS

God is revealed in the Scriptures as one God in the Persons,
each Divine, equally God, eternally one in Being:at three Gods,
but three Persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spiritthe Triune God
whose nature and whose name is Love. This gre#t tmas well
expressed by Athanasius, a noble withess for Gddtanfaith in the
early Church, at a time when Arian and Sabelliaorerwere turning
many away from the truth. He say$here is one God in Trinity,

and Trinity in Unity, neither confounding the persons nor

dividing the substance; for there is one Person afhe Father,

another of the Son, another of the Holy Ghost. Buthe Godhead
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost isll one, the
glory equal, the majesty co-eternal.”

The English word “Trinity,” which means “threefoldss,” is not
found in Scripture, yet it expresses more accuydtehn any other
single English word this great Scriptural truthitnfee Persons yet one
God, a truth which is announced and in part revkatethe Old
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Testament, but fully developed and demonstratetierNew, by the
Incarnation, Death, and Glorification of the Sondahe advent and
work of the Spirit. Far beyond man'’s finite reasorgrasp, it belongs
to the Infinite and Eternal, a stumbling-stone he torldly-wise,

while faith receives and enjoys its truth. “No nlaroweth the Son
but the Father, neither knoweth any man the Fathee the Son”
(Mt. 11:27), and he to whomsoever the Son will edvdim. What

“flesh and blood” could never make known of the Sthe Father
reveals (Mt. 16:17). Such knowledge is now impakigdhe Spirit (1

Co. 2:10-13) through the Word (2 Co. 3:17-18). |@crie reveals all
that God has seen good for us to know in our ptestate,

concerning this truth, and beyond that we are wigeo pry.

ILLUSTRATIONS

lllustrations of this great truth may be seen im shin’s light, which is
white, but which, when passed through a prism ddisiitself into the
three primary colors—blue, red, and yellow; in nfarmed in the
image of God, composed of spirit, soul, and bodg ia other things,
all of which, while bearing witness to the Triuned; their Maker,
need to be used with reverent care.

When Patrick went to preach to the unlettered pagarreland, he
found great difficulty in making clear to them ttnath of the Trinity.

“Are there three Gods or one?” they asked. Perdlelie looked on
the ground, picked up a shamrock growing at hig feed holding it
up, said: “As there are three in one and one ieetlim this little plant,
so is God.” A very few steps in the quest of susbvdedge brings us
to the verge of the Infinite and Unknowable, where, in irreverent
speculation or unholy skepticism of which the kaffinan of reason
at this point becomes the victim, but in adoringrstip of the All-

wise and All-good God, who thus reveals yet hidemdélf, the

devout and longing soul exclaims: “Lo, these arg p&His ways;

but how little a portion is heard of Him” (Job 28)1

TRINITY ACTING IN UNITY

IN CREATION — “In (the) beginning God created the heaven and

the earth” (Gen. 1:1). The word “God” Elohim, the plural of

“Eloah,” the object of worship — “created,” broughto existence,
out of nothing, “the heaven and the earth.” Thashie eternal past,
“in beginning,” long before the clock of time wastgyoing, the

Eternal, Triune God — Father, Son, and Holy Spifito-existed and
acted in unity in the work of creation. Such is finst sentence of the
Book of God: the truth it teaches runs througl ithe end.

IN THE WORD, the original creation is attributed alike to Fath
Son, and Holy Spirit (see Rev. 4:11; Jn. 1:3; P<.:30). It is of the
Father, through the Son, by the Spirit. Originatdth the Father,
accomplished through the Son, effected by the {Smdch acting
unitedly and harmoniously. Thus the Divine purpesel way are
perfect, as are their execution. In verse 3, wheecenstruction of the
ruined earth as an abode for man is in view, thet3gersonally is
seen moving (see Dt. 32:11 for the same word)luttefing over the
dark, chaotic mass, foreshadowing His work of awéalg
conviction, and regeneration in fallen man, whight and life are
produced through the word (2 Co. 4:6). Although distinctively the
subject of Old Testament revelation, the Persgnafitd operations of
the Son (see Num. 32:32; Isa. 63:9; Mal. 3:1) &edSpirit are fully
recognized (Isa. 48:16; 61:1), while in the New taesent the full
manifestations, interrelations, harmonious actirgsl dispensational
workings of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, are dig@nnounced and
distinguished.

IN THE BAPTISMAL FORMULA of Mt. 28:19, “baptizing them
into the Name of the Father, the Son, and the HBitpst;” in the
Apostolic benediction of 2 Co. 13:14; and the Apggtic greeting of
Revelation 1:4-6the Triune God in all diversity, equality, and

Deity is fully recognized — Divine honor and Deitybeing here, as
elsewhere, ascribed to each (Ro. 9:5; Heb. 1:8; Ac6:3-4). The

Son claims equality and unity (Jn. 10:30) with Bather (Jn. 5:20),
and the Word proclaims (Jn. 1:1) His eternity, ditgjaand Divine

Personality. Yet, in relation, the Son is filial agll as divine.
Eternally the Son before all worlds, co-existenthwthe Father (Jn.
17:5,24; Pro. 8:22-31), His “well-beloved” (Mk. B); in whom He
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was “well pleased” (Mt. 3:17)He who did not “become,” but

eternally was the only begotten in the bosom of thé-ather

(Jn. 1:18), was “sent forth” (Gal. 4:4) to do thatter's will (Jn.
4:34), not less Divine, yet, subordinate to Himjndonothing of
Himself (Jn. 5:19). In this respect alone is théhEa said to be
“greater” than the Son (Jn. 14:28), and the Sobj&at” to the Father
(1 Co. 15:24,28), not in essential, but in econgnital, and

dispensational relations.

IN INCARNATION — Trinity is seen again acting in unity. “God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten S@’. 3:16), and
He, who ever was in “the form of God,” of His ownllvtook upon
Him the bondservant's form, saying, “Lo, | comedwm Thy will, O
God” (Heb. 10:9). In a body “prepared” by the Fattend by the
Spirit formed (LK. 1:35), “God sent forth His Sanade of a woman”
(Gal. 4:4).

IN HIS DIVINE PERSONALITY, the Son of God, ever God and
Man, two natures in one Person, always Divine, yatver perfect
Man.

IN SERVICE — At His baptism in Jordan, the Son obeys, théérat
speaks from the open heavens, and the Spirit ire-tlike@ form
descends (Mt. 3:16-17); while throughout His pubtimistry the Son
ever had the Father with Him (Jn. 8:29), and didHad mighty works
by the Spirit (Mt. 12:28).

IN REDEMPTION — God the Father, is said to be the Originator of
the scheme of redemption, the Giver and SendédneoSbn; the Son
accomplishes, as Sacrifice, Redeemer, Savior; hadSpirit bears
witness to the completeness of that work (Heb. 2)0:The three
Persons of the Godhead, in one sublime statemenheofSacred
Word, are each mentioned as present at and shiarthg great work

of Calvary, when “He (the Son), through the Eter8plrit, offered
Himself without spot to God” (Heb. 9:14).

IN SALVATION , the election, choice, and call of the saved is
ascribed to God the Father (Eph. 1.4; 1 Pe. 1.2; &28); their
redemption, justification, and peace to the workhef Son (Eph. 1:7;
Acts 13:39; Eph. 2:13); their regeneration, saiuetifon, and
transformation to the Holy Spirit (Jn. 3:5; 1 Pe2;12 Co. 3:17-18).

The threefold parable of Luke 15, in which the steed goes after
the wandering sheep, the woman searches for thaileer, and the
father welcomes the repentant and returning prbdigay surely
further tell of the activities of the Triune Godtire sinner’s salvation.

IN COMMUNION , access (Eph. 2:18) and worship (Heb. 10:19-21;
Phil. 3:3, R.V.), the believer knows and proves dfiicacy of the
way opened, the ministry of the living High Prieahd the Spirit-
given strength and competency to “draw near,” tidalin the light,
and to walk through life with God. Divine love, nifasted in the gift

of the Father (1 Jn. 4:9) and the death of the(&ah 2:20), is “shed
abroad” (Ro. 5:5) in the heart of the believer iy Holy Ghost, to be
enjoyed experimentally by him.

IN THE CHURCH , as the House of God (1 Tim. 3:15) over which
the Son is set (Heb. 3:6, R.V.) and in which th&iSdwells (Eph.
2:22), all administration and operation for godider and edification
is undertaken by and wrought out under the supreomérol of the
Three-in-one God (1 Co. 12:3-5) through men, butafchem; and
where the Divine Pattern is conformed to and roefinfor the Divine
power to operate, now as of old, some will havedufess, “God is in
you of a truth” (1 Co. 14:25).

IN GLORY — On the coming resurrection morning, the Spirit
quickens (Rom. 8:11), the Son receives the raisette@nsformed
saints (Jn. 14:3), and presents them to the Fatltlerexceeding joy
(Jude 24). In the Eternal state, God Himself shalivith His people
(Rev. 21:3); they shall see the face of the Sod,srve Him (Rev.
22:3-4); while from the throne of God and the Larthlke, water of life,
like a river—emblem of the Spirit's fullness—willofv on for ever
(see Jn. 7:38-39).

All the Father’s counsels claiming
Equal honor to the Son;
All the son’s effulgence beaming
Makes the Father’s glories known:
By the spirit, all—pervading,
Hosts unnumbered round the Lamb,
Ceaseless love and praise unfailing
Claiming for the Great | AM:
Father, Son, and Spirit known,
Heaven’s Eternal Three-in-One
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. In Dt. 6. 4, it is said: “The Lord our God is one Lord.” How
does this accord with a Three-in-One God?

There are two words in the Hebrew language trasdlanne.” The

first means absolutely and essentially one; theorshc one in

combination. The second is the word here used, expdesses the
same great truth as the Lord Himself uttered whers&ld, “l and My

Father are one” (Jn. 10:30).

2.1n Gen. 1:1 we read “In the beginning God created;"and in Jn.
1:3 and Col. 1:16, creation is attributed to Christ How are these
statements reconciled?

Easily. The word “God” in Gen. 1:1 is Elohim, a @uword, the
Eternal Triune God, who afterwards said, “Let uskenanan in our
Image” (v. 26). The verb “created” is in the sirgulexpressing
Trinity acting in Unity, which is elsewhere abuntdgnshown.

Creation was equally the work of Father, Son, apilitS(See Eph.
3:9; Rev. 4:11; Job 26:13.)

3. It is said “No man hath seen God at any time” @. 15). What
does this mean, and how does it accord with Ex. 20, where it is
said, “They saw the God of Israel?”

God, as God, in the plenitude of His character ad &f Light and

Love, was unknown in Old Testament times, and uH#& was

“declared” by the Son. “At sundry times and in ds/enanners” (Heb.
1:1) He had manifested Himself in angelic and ofbans, but it was
not until the Son came forth, testifying, “He theth seen Me hath
seen the Father” (Jn. 14:9). Only in Christ whdétle Image of the
invisible God” (Col. 1:15), “the brightness of Hiory and the

express image of His Person” (Heb. 1:3), is Goly fulade known.

J.R

Meat
"Sanctify them by the truth”

STRANGE FIRE
LEVITICUS 10

This solemn chapter is full of instruction, andtie time of departure
in which we live is most needful. A number of imfott points may
be seen here.

1. The worship of God must be free from human invetion, v. 1

Aaron’s two sons, Nadab and Abihu, took their cense and lit
them with fire from a source other than the altar d burnt
offerings and offered the incense before the Lordlt is most
striking that in the last verse of the previouspteawe read of the
fire coming out from the Lord and consuming thenbwffering and
the fat. As there are no chapter divisions in thebtdw text the
narrative goes on uninterruptedijhis fact makes the sins of the
two young priests the more stark, for it was immeditely after the
Lord Himself had ignited His fire on the altar that they ignited
theirs, for the incense, with fire from another souce. The Hebrew
word which is translated “strange” means alien or éreign, and is
from a root which signifies “to turn aside.” The two young men
had turned aside from what was due to the holy Lordand from
the due order of His worship to introduce ideas a#in to His order.
On more than one occasion we see the Lord showisigpproval by
sending out fire from Himself to consume the s&af. Some
confirmed the acceptableness of the offering, aath @vas shown
that his offering was not acceptable. If fire frohe Lord consumed
Abel’s offering and this was withheld from Cain'esing, it would
be clear enough. While there is no text to supfiostidea, it is true
that other instances of such divine approval atemMamting. We have
already noticed one in chapter 9. The fire of tloedLalso fell on
Elijah’s sacrifice on Carmel and on Solomon’s dffgs at the
dedication of the temple (2 Chr. 7:1). This maybbsh the principle



that the fire of approval must be from God and td&n fire is not
permissible.

There could have been collusion between the twestwxi We read
that they took “each of them his censer and petftfierein.” It may
be that they discussed this matter and agreedtrmdirce this novel
manner of worship. It was their idea, not the Lerddmmandment. It
seems that no definite order had been given, lgitt $m consisted in
doing what had not been commanded. Introducingnioges human
ideas into the worship of the Lord is, without dufpaught with
danger. Immediately after they were struck dowjudgment, Moses
understood the meaning of it and said, “This is tha Lord spake: |
will be sanctified in them that come before méltie Lord Himself
knows perfectly what is acceptable to Him in our wiship and our
inventions do not come into that class.

2. The worship of God must be free from human inspation, v. 9

Conjectures on what caused the two young men ®matt the
substitution of strange fire for fire from the alteve been made, and
some have concluded that they were drunk and fivathis reason
the Lord then introduced the prohibition of alcoldien the priests
were serving in the tabernacle. They could haven bawink, of
course, but it would appear to be an error to tHimt the Lord
needed such a mistake to induce Him to bring inew mule of
conduct for the priest3.he fact is that as priests of the holy Lord
they ought to have understood the need for sobrietsgnd orderly
behavior in the Lord's presence.There is at least one scriptural
example of the danger of such insobriety. Noahthall an altar and
offered sacrifices on it which had been acceptébléhe Lord, and
then he got drunkThere could be no place in divine service for
such behavior. Things other than alcohol may provide such human
stimuli and they can be seen everywhere in Christiecles today.
The frothy ‘pop’ of so-called gospel-singing may bee example.
Nothing that is not of divine origin, that is ndttbhe Spirit, can have a
place in God's service. We are advised: “Be nohHrwith wine, but
be filled with the Spirit.” The apostle goes onsfmeak of singing and
among his suggestions are spiritual songs, not ssaigworldly
origin.

3. The worship of God must be free from human inflaon, v. 12

The influence of leaven is well known. In spiteattempts to give it a
different meaning in Matthew 13, it seems, on thentary,
universally to have an evil meaning. When leavemmiged with
dough it permeates the lump and has the effeatflating the entire
mass. In this scripture the Lord prohibits its f@eserving priests.
Nothing that has the effect of enlarging man or ofnflating his
sense of his own importance can be tolerated in ence of the
Lord. Leaven, thought of as evil doctrine, always mkes much of
man after the flesh. The truth of God shows that man of that order
has been set aside altogether, not made much ef.ofly fitting
attitude for man in his approach to God is onerad subjection and
deep humility. God is concerned about His own gléry 3) and
anything which is in any sense contrary to His mprar would
militate against it, is banned from His holy presence. te t
instructions concerning His house God had madeadtv that there
were to be no steps up to His altsWe are to approach Him in
worship on the lowly ground, which is our true plae in His
presence When He wishes to exalt us, He will do so in Hisidime
(1 Pet. 5:6). Meanwhile, our proper place beforenHs one of
conscious lowliness and dependence.

4. The worship of God is to be without human impury, vv.12-14

Man’s uncleanness, by nature, could find no platetanding in
God's presence. We can stand there only as cleg@sedns. We see
how impure Isaiah felt himself to be as he saw lthed high and
lifted up. Job also, though the best man on earthid day, felt how
unclean he was when his eye saw the LGk mortal taint is well
enough known to us; how infinitely more so to a hgl God! The
words “most holy” (v. 12), ‘holy place’ (v. 13), ad ‘clean place’
(v. 14) strongly emphasize the need for purity inhte service of
God and in His worship. The idea of introducing the corrupt
practices of the world around into His service felly obnoxious.
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5. The worship of God is to be without human infirnity, v. 19

Aaron and his two surviving sons had neglectedawycout their
service with regard to the sin offering (v. 16% ilood had not been
sprinkled in the holy place nor had they eaterflitsh there. Aaron
and his family had suffered a traumatic experiemtgch would
certainly affect them profoundly, but they weretinsted not to give
way to the normal expressions of human sorrow angrmain in the
precincts of the Lord’s house (vv. 6-7). Signifitgn they were
reminded that the anointing was on théfaen under the pressure
of such grief, they were to behave as the Lord’s amted priests
and not allow natural sentiments to intrude into treir service as
His priests and in His holy presence.However, Moses being
human, probably feeling his own frailty and failurenderstood the
failure of his brother and his sons, the two yoprigsts, and seemed
mollified by Aaron’s plea (v. 19). However, as weesin the text,
what they had omitted to do was really the Lordimmmandment and
they ought to have obeyed those instructions wieatelse happened.
The two sons who died had done what the Lord hadormmanded:;
Aaron and his other sons failed to carry out whet tord had
commandedBut human infirmity, however much we understand
it and are marked by it, has no place in the servie of God.

The serving priests were to eat the flesh of timeogiering It was
thelr duty, by eating the offering, to identify themselves with the
nation in the sin which had occasioned the offering. Such an act
would have had very striking significance in theceimstances of
Nadab and Abihu’s sinThe rebellion which had promoted their
disobedience was a human feature which could easigxist in
their own hearts and so could readily developThey were to be
aware of this and, in the holy place, eat the ffiering. This serves to
underline for us the solemn truth, “Let him thahketh he standeth,
take heed, lest he fall” (1 Co. 10:12). The sinclkHied a dear brother
into defeat may easily be the one which brings ooy own fall.
Eating the sin offering would keep this truth alimeour minds.

One more point may be mentioned, concerning theevibmgast and
the heave-shoulder (vv. 14-19)he food which the priest required
to support them is found here. The wave-breast, tan from the
breast of the offering, emphasizes the Lord’s lovigp devotedness
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to the Father and to the completion of the work gign Him by the
Father to do. He had come to do His will and this would take Hon
the cross, as we know. What enabled Him to go tHerendure all
that such an experience would bring Him, was Hispdand eternal
love to the Fathers the priests take that in and feed on it, their
souls are supported by it, and their affections ar@ourished.

Then the_heave-shoulderas also to be eaten the holy plaltes

often remarked that this portion of the offering enphasizes its
strength. This is not without truth; however the mat powerful

muscle in the ox is the huge ham muscle, and theegt strength of
the ox to pull lies there. But the muscles of thehsulder are the
fore-quarters, and while these powerful muscles plasome part in
the pulling power of the ox, they also control thedirection of

movement. It could be said of the Lord Jesus that he “stasttf set
his face to go to Jerusalem.” This emphasizes ttength of His
devotion and its directionThis is precious food for the serving
priest, and as priests to His God and Father, we eé to be
nourished on such food, that our affections may benaintained

and that the direction of our path may be pleasingo God, for we
are to walk here even as the Lord Jesus walked.

J. Barnes

1. What is the only book in the Bible to mention Goddughing?

2. Ofwhatisland was Sergius Paulus the deputy?

3. Who bore three sons and two daughters after givingp her first son
to serve the Lord?
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Exercise

"Exercise thyself unto piety”

SELF-SURRENDER

Wer e the whole realm of nature mine,
That were an offering far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

Isaac Watts (1674-1748), the writer of some 700 hyrs, became
known as “The Father of English Hymnody.” The abovequoted
verse, taken from his well-known work, “When | suney the
wondrous cross,” raises a question with each one of as to the
degree of our self-surrender. This subject is onehat is found
throughout the Scriptures from Genesis to Revelatio.

Living as we do in days when we hear so much attmuteachings of
Buddhist priests, Sikh gurus, and Hindu yogiss itvell to recognize
that such theosophies are but the breeding grotordasceticism,
fanaticism, and meritorious works of achievement.

Christian self-surrender is not simply denying selfof certain
conveniences of life or of activities that, whileégitimate, are
without profit. Christian self-surrender is entirely unconditional
and takes its character from the burnt-offering tha was wholly
consumed on the altar.

From the many examples we have in the Scripturesvillerestrict
ourselves to three believers, namely, Abraham, Amaind Paul. Then
we will finish with some details from the life ohe Lord Jesus
Himself.

Abraham: The first reference to self-sacrifice in Abrahatifs is
to be found in Genesis 12:4, “And Abram departedetsovah had
said to him.” The last one is in Genesis 22:10, dAAbraham
stretched out his hand, and took the knife to siterchis son.”
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One can readily understand the desire of the ehildrf Israel to be
free of the oppressive policy of the Pharaohs aadd the Fertile
CrescentBut the great moral victory of Abraham, in Genesisl2,
was that, in spite of the wealth and attractions oBabylon, he was
prepared to surrender all: his land, his kindred, and his father’s
house.

In his supreme obedience of faith, recorded in Geses 22, he
surrenders his only son, the child of promise. Thus&e not only
laid on the altar his own future but that of the wlole nation. But
in this mountain transaction he came to know JehovJaJireh and
learned that God can only rest in the sufficiency foHis own
surrender.

AMmOS: Probably the best-known words of Amos are:

“I was no prophet,
Neither was | a prophet’s son;
but | was a herdsman
and a gatherer of sycamore fruit.
And Jehovah took me as | followed the flock,
and Jehovah said unto me,
Go, prophesy unto my people Israel.”

In Amos we see a man who was prepared to leavards, his herds
and his fruit-fields in order to serve among a peapho had little
regard for his religion or his peoplEhis man of Judah was under a
divine compulsion to surrender all that he possesden the world
to serve a people who not only refused his king batiso his God.

Arriving in his field of service one of the firstonds he heard was,
“Thou seer, go, flee away into the land of Judaid, @at bread there,
and prophesy there. But prophesy not again any rtoBethel; for it

is the king’s sanctuary, and it is the house of kirgdom.” The

people who had listened uncomplainingly to ministfgcting others,
such as Damascus, Gazah, Tyre, Ammon, Moab, Juwdate not

prepared to hear what God had to say to them. Bubsh sustained
by his five heavenly visions, pursued his courseé earried out his
assigned mission.
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Paul: Paul's unconditional surrender started the day &ethe Lord
Jesus on the road to Damasdds cry on that first encounter was,
“What shall | do, Lord?” At the end he could write, “For | am
already being poured out, and the time of my releasis come.”

How wonderful to start and to finish one’s life Wwisuch cries of
committal. Throughout his life, from Damascus toniRg his one
burning ambition was to make much of Christ, as does in
Colossians, and much of His assembly, as in Eph&sia

The stirring surrender of the apostle should sueslaken similar
desires in all of our hearts, “But surely | coulgocaall things to be
loss on account of the excellency of the knowleafg#esus Christ my
Lord, on account of whom | have suffered the losallp and count
them to be filth, that | may gain Christ” (Phil83.

Lord Jesus; In the life of the Lord Jesus there was no trace of
self, self-indulgence or self-interest: all was s#if-abasement and
self-abnegation as in the words, “But | am a woamgd no man, a
reproach of men, and the despised of all people”ZPR:6).

At birth how subject are the words, “Behold, | come, inubkime of
the book it is written of me—To do thy good pleasuny God, is my
delight, and thy law is within my heart” (Ps. 4@®)-

In life He could say, “My meat is that | should do the willhim that
has sent me, and that | should finish his work”. @184).

In death we hear the cry of total dependence, “Father, timpchands
I commit my spirit” (Lk. 23:46).

The call of the Lord Jesus is as real today as itag 2,000 years
ago, “Whoever desires to come after me, let him dgnhimself,

and take up his cross and follow me” (Mk. 8:34). Th word

translated “deny” is a compound verb that has no geater

intensity anywhere in the New Testament.

In one of his letters JND wroteThe true heart is occupied with
Christ, and in a certain sense and measure self gone. The right
thought is not to think of self at all, save as wkave to judge it’

N.S
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REST
"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?”

THE MYSTERY OF GOD
REVELATION 10:7

The word “mystery” occurs over twenty times in the New
Testament and not once in the Old. It is a word with conveys to
us that the things of God are not understood by natal means,
but they are written in the Scriptures which are urderstood only
by those who have the gift of the Holy Spirit of Gd. The Spirit

has the key to every mystery, and will unfold thento the saints of
God who seek light as to them. There are some fifta distinctive
mysteries, and we wish to speak of this one, hopirigwill be a

word of consolation to the tried and sorrowing oneamongst the
saints of God. In point of time it will be the lastone to be unfolded
to us, as we shall see.

The mystery of God mentioned in Revelation 10 is the same as
the mystery of God referred to in Colossians Zhinlatter Scripture
it is an unfolding of theounsel of God which took shape before time
began, and as having in view the blessing of bathties and Jews.
Here it is concerned with theays of God, and has blessing for both
heaven and earth in vieWhe mystery of God in Colossians began
to be effected when Christ took His place in glonat the right
hand of God, and the Holy Spirit came upon the Chstian
company, formed Christ in them, and attached themd Him in
glory; but the mystery in Revelation 10 began in tb garden of
Eden, and will not be completed until the world-toeome.It has to
do with the ways of God on earth; why He allows thevil and the
suffering and the persecution of the saints of GodHow often
have the suffering saints in all dispensations crik out “Why?
Why? Why?”
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At times God has allowed circumstances to comenupe saints
which have raised the agonizing cry to Gtd/hy has this been
allowed in my life?” Yet no answer, no solution taheir problem
has been given. We may well ask, “Will there everédan answer,
will there be an unfolding by God as to why He haallowed these
distressing things to affect his people?”

We have the assurance that all will be revealed a the evil which
has been allowed in this world will be seen to hanenswer. This is
taught in the passage to which we have called taitenThat this
passage has a universal character is obvious, ttilg iivdoes include
all things, we have in mind to speak of it as feefs us today. There
can be no doubt but that we shall see all reveatiéide judgment seat
of Christ; but the earthly saints and the worltbage will not see this
revealing until the moment to which this passagé&s$oon.

We have been mystified at times when we have takerwcount of
the evils which have been perpetrated in this worldand perhaps
have wondered why God allowed them to happen. Alsiinvolved
in this passage, for we shall see that it stands lated to the
testimony of God through the prophets and saints ofall
dispensations.

God has ever given testimony that He would brings$ihg to this
earth in spite of all the evil influences which ahd. It may have
appeared as though God had forgotten His promises/ea have
waited in patience in this day of apparent deByt we are quite

assured that, if God has promised certain things, éawill certainly

bring them to pass in His own time, and not accordig to our

thoughts. Meanwhile, He allows our faith to be tesd by the

many trials we are called upon to endure,and we need, as
Abraham the father of those who have faith neededp have the
assurance “that what He had promised, He was ablelsp to

perform” (Rom. 4:21).

At the beginning of Revelation chapter 10, we refdn angel lifting
up his hand to heaven, with one foot on the seatfamdther foot on
the earth, thus claiming the universe for Gatk understand this to
be a picture of our Lord Jesus Christ, in His servie to God, about
to take hold of the universe and to administer althings for the

glory of God.
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In view of this He says, “that there should be oger delay.” We
are also assured that the precise moment fordhie effected will be
when the seventh angel begins to sourfds will be the moment

when God will no longer act in “mystery,” nor will any longer

bear with the evil, but show clearly that which hehas been
working to secure both in heaven and earth.

In chapter 11:15, we read, “And the seventh angebsinded.” This
is the time referred to by the angel in chapter 10the time of the
unfolding, when it will be revealed to all why Godhas acted as He
has done in His dealings in this worldWhat shall we do when we
see this unfolding? We shall fall on our faces give God thanks!
Christ will then have universal dominion, and iratthpower will
reward the saints for every moment spent in Higiselin this world.
All that was promised in the prophets will be brbtignto effect, and
the saints who have waited and served will be Blyiteewarded. The
destroyers of the earth will themselves be desttpydl will be
ordered in heaven and on earth for the glory of Gaul all will be
filled with the greatness of ChrisfThe reason for the providential
dealings of God will then be known; and the heaveplcompany,
seen in the character of the twenty-four elders, Wiworship God
and give Him thanks.

Until that moment let us not attempt to question tke ways of God,
either regarding ourselves or regarding the nationsbut let us be
assured that when we do see all in the day of diggl, we shall see
that God has made no mistake, and that those verpsows which
caused us so many tears today, will in that day ke very cause
of thanksgiving.

G. Davison
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THE ICE AGE

Antarctica today is almost completely covered & &nd so much of
Greenland.

But did you know that great sheet of ice used tmbeany other
places, like south Africa, Italy, Tasmania (Ausaphnd even
Ohio(USA)where did that ice come from, and wherg ihgone?

Ice, Ice and more Ice.

Around 4,500 years ago, God judge the sin of mahkiith globe-
covering watery catastrophe (Genesis 6-9). Margnsisits who
believe the Bible explain that this flood providadt the right
conditions for the great sheet of ice to form afeend.

At the beginning of the flood when ‘the fountairfdlte great deep’
broke open, hot water from inside the earth gusttedthe oceans,
eventually covering the land.

At the end of the flood, the waters drained offldoad into the
oceans. But they were still warmer than they adaydrom all the
volcanic activity caused by the ‘fountains’ breakimpen and the land
masses moving around.

Being warmer, the water in the oceans evaporatdrfthan it does
today. Clouds of water vapor formed and moved tveland, like
we see on the weather reports today. But theselshlere bigger,
carrying more water, than today’s clouds, becaosetwas more
evaporation from the oceans. So, there was muck sr@ww and rain
in the years after the flood.

Also, the snow fell over a much larger area in g&that do not have
snow today. That is because the volcanoes hactlastmuch fine
dust high into the air that the sun’s warmth wackéd from the
earth. So places which are warm today were muclecteen.

With all the volcanic dust and clouds keeping trdl cool, the snow
on the ground didn’t melt during the summer. Indféaturned to ice,
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and gradually built up thick ice sheets which eualty covered
about one —third of the land on the earth!

After many years, the oceans cooled down .so wih evaporation;
there was less snow-fall. Also, the volcanoes wessnactive and
dust cleared away, letting the sun’s warmth thrawghmelt the snow
and ice each summer. Eventually, the ‘ice age ‘ovas

Altogether, the ice age lasted around 700 year@y8ars to build up
and 200 years to melt back.

Some parts of the world are still covered with egpecially on and
near the snow —capped mountains. Often the ice srslevly down
the steep slops. These glaciers, as they are aallediup the rock
they creep over, carve U sapped valleys, leavevgbmarks behind,
and also carry heap of broken rock long distaritleat is why we
know that there must have once been much biggeshieets than we
have today. We see the telltale u —shaped vakggsyed marks and
heaps of crushed rocks and boulders in many pkoesd the world

The bible tells about one of the descendants ohNaaman named
Job), who possibly experienced the effects of teeage. God asked
Job, ‘out of whose womb came the ice? and the &oste heavens,
who fathered it? The waters are hidden like stand,the face of the
deep is frozen’ (Job38:29-30).

Creation Magazine

ANSWERS TO SCRIPTURES SEARCH!

1. The Book of Psalms (2:4, 37:13, 59:8)
2. Cyprus (Acts 13:4-7)

3. Hannah (1 Samuel 2:21)
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q. What is the meaning of Matthew 3:11 “He shall beptjou with
the Holy Sprit and fire?”
Jesse G.

A. Dear Jesse,
The question you raise is one often misundersthtaohy would link
these verses with the coming down of the Holy $pitiPentecost,

andin application it is appropriate (Acts 2). However, the only safe

wayto interpret scripture is in its context.

Matthew’s Gospel is the presentation of the King am is largely
taken up with the truth of the Kingdom. John the Baptist in
speaking says, “the Kingdom of the heavens is dmaigi” (Mt. 3:2).
John is baptizing Jews who are repenting in lighthe coming of
their MessiahThere is One coming who will baptize with the Holy
Ghost and with fire. The Lord Jesus, as that One wi is also the
King, has been rejected, and His earthly Kingdom hs been
deferred until He returns as the Mighty One who wil reign for
the Millennium. Until that time arrives, the Holy Spirit will be
poured out upon those who repent, both Jew and Gei, the
redeemed who are introduced into the Kingdom of theédeavens,
and then the fire of judgment upon the rest (Mt. 2% In the
meantime, the Kingdom of the Heavens as set outhén seven
parables of Mt. 13 is now the “heavenly side” & #ingdom. That is
the kingdom ruled from heaven, the King being abgerleaven and
the citizens of the Kingdom waiting for His retwanthe rapture. Then
the clock will start again for the introduction thie earthly Kingdom.
What a wondrous majestic answer to the rejectiadatthew 11 and
12 will be seen in that day of Glory. In the meadj “what manner
of persons ought we to be?” (2 Pet. 3:11).

JAP
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THE CALL
Part1

What powerful, mighty Voice, so near, calls me frearth apart -
Reaches, with tones so still, so clear, from ttsaen world, my heart?

‘Tis solemn, yet it draws with power, and sweetnggsunknown;
It speaks the language of an hour when earth’ever gone.

It soothes, yet solemnizes all; what yet of natsire
Lies silent, through the heavenly call; no eartidice like this!

Tis His. Yes, yes; no other sound could move mythgae this;
The voice of Him that earlier bound through grawa heart to His-

In other accents now, ‘tis true, than once my spidke,
To life and peace, through which it grew underdrcious yoke.

Blest Lord, Thou speak’st! ‘Twas erst Thy voicettlesl my heart to thee;
That drew me to that better choice where graceseame free.

Then would’st Thou that | should rejoice, and waykfaith below;
Enough, that | had heard Thy voice, and learnt [dkg’'s deep woe-

Thy glory, Lord. This living waste thenceforth rest could give;
My path was on with earnest haste, Lord, in Thy redive.

Yes, then ‘twas faith — Thy word; by now Thyself sgul draw’st nigh,
My soul with nearer thoughts to bow of brighter fdsron high.

And oh! how all that eye can see to others nowrigb
The eternal home’s so nigh to me -my soul’s etesnabs.

For Thou are near; thou call’st me now in loveriddhave known,
While waiting on Thy will below, till Thou my hopeshould’st crown.

And Thou would’st have me soon with Thee; thou,d,any portion art;
Thou hast revealed thyself to me - thy nature tchespt.

J. N. Darby
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The Unwelcome Visitor

“Yes,” answers the man to the knocking on the dooof his office
in the late evening, “What do you want?”

“Oh! It is just to speak a little about your soul and its eternal
destiny. But | see you are busy.”

“Well, yes, | am very busy,” replied the business mn as he
continues to review his financial papers, his lasgear profits and
next year goals.

The visitor put out his hand to say “Goodbye,” anddrawing close
to the astonished man, whispered solemnly in his ea- “Suppose
| had been Death?”

Dear friend,

Time is passing fast; another year is here. Havwe made time to
think about God? Have you faced the most presanagvital matter
that can engage your attention?

Where will you spend eternity? Heaven or Hell?

Sin is a reality, and nothing short of the atonilegth of the Son of
God suffices to meet God's righteous claims, anértable Him to
offer you forgiveness of sins, salvation, eterrfd through simple
faith in His dear Son.

Sin is a reality, and the judgment pronounced byl @pon sin is a
reality. In due season you will have to face thaiginent. The power
of sin in your life is a reality too. You cannoagiple with that power
and overcome it in your own strength. You needddBaThe Savior
is knocking on the door of your heart now. Wouldiyapen to him
before it is too late? He, the sinless one, paidyfmur sins on the
cross. He is raised from among the dead and isimdf¢o you now
the free qift of eternal life. He is coming agados and you will have
to meet Him.

Will you meet Him as your SAVIOR or as your JUDGE?

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shaltsheed” (Acts
16:31). “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth thertl Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart, that God hath raised Hiomfrthe dead, thou
shalt be SAVED” (Romans 10:9).



