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January, 2009
Dear Reader,

“The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man awileth much”
(James 5:6).
If there is one thing more than another that wedrteebe stirred and
exercised about it is this matter of prayer ang kitid of prayer.
Effectual prayer is prayer that lays hold of God who is able.
Fervent prayer is prayer that comes from a heart that is burmiitl
desire that what is done is that which only God dan
A righteous manis a man who is subject to the will of God Himgself
and so can freely and intelligently pray that tiaene will may be
done in regard to others. Such a man prevails every devil —every
obstacle; his prayer availeth and it availeth much.
Availeth much. It turns the greatest difficulties into the mostrghus
opportunities, for it substitutes the power of Godthe helplessness
of man.So many prayers are neither effectual nor ferventThey
cannot be because the will of God is not workinghie heart of the
one who prays. Subjection to the will of God, apressed in His
word, is essential to availing praya#ilith this New Year already
upon us may we as the disciples ask the Lord not nto teach us
to pray but to teach us how to pray.
Dear Friends, Our hearts are full of thanksgiving to the Lordonib
the Faithful and True for His good hand upon uth@past years. To
you, dear reader, who is praying for Toward the Wiand to those
who are helping in producing this exercise, you lemewn by the
Lord and He is the reward of your quiet labor ofdolt is our prayer
that the Lord will use Toward the Mark to strengthencourage, and
help you to be established as we are dependentirantdifeed and
strengthen His people. Thank you for your overwtiegnresponse
and encouragement to this exercise. Please keepptayers.

Yours in our soon-coming Lord,

Enil S, Wastbed
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane
Wayne, New Jersey 07470-5354
Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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ILK

"The truth shall make you free”

What is life? Life as a principle of existence ignpossible
to define, whether considered in relation to the naral or the
spiritual. Nevertheless, the fact of this presends demonstrated
by movement, distinguishing between the animate arnthe
inanimate. It is an active principle, and as suclhas its origin in
God for, “in Him we live and move and exist” (Acts17:28)

Life, however, is of many different forms, as afjal, man,
beast, bird, fish or plant; all of which differ sform. Each form,
too, has its own peculiar nature; that is, it Hesdssential qualities
which constitute it what it is. Nature (Greek —pisufrom phuo —to
beget, produce, generate) is that which is inherettite life of the
being, giving it impulse to act, whether mentaithgrally or
physically, in a manner consistent with the formvimch the creature
is found, these movements becoming descriptiveifestof that
particular form of life.

Again, each form of life passes its existence splaere,
element, or place, in which are found conditiossoaiations and
relationships consistent with its form and natarel which are
necessary, as conducive to its well-beigg life is not merely a
principle of existence but that which involves all the above
considerations; and if so in regard of life in gahesven more so,
surely, in regard of “eternal life” in particular.

ETERNAL LIFE is not merely eternal existence, eithein
a state of blessedness or wodfer the unsaved will exist for ever, so
also will the unfallen angels, but neither the anethe other will be
in possession of what is said to be “eternal lififor is it
immortality only , for although all believers have eternal life now,
yet, as long as they are in a body of flesh anddjlthey are subject
to mortality; that is, death of the body. Immaittalhowever, will be
the condition as to the body of glory taken to miemsame as “new
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birth”. Both are intimately connected, for birthcilife are co-
existent, yet each term is used in Scripture asdts/e, to convey to
the mind a distinct and different meaning.

Eternal life is twice mentioned in the Old Testamet in
Psalm 133 and Daniel 12. In both these passagesrits taefer to
life during the Millennium , and as such will be the portion of the
godly man, upon the earth, and in conditions whéhobtain during
that period.But “eternal life” as spoken of in the New Testamen
that is, in the writings of John and Pdalsignificant of life known
in a specific way. This is clearly indicated in John 17:3, wheresit i
stated to be characterized by the knowledge obtietrue God as
Father, and of Jesus Christ the One whom He has Kdollows,
then, that life as possessed and known by thevieelie this present
day of grace is the result of the sending of the, &ad the revelation
by Him of God as Father; realized in the light btlat is involved in
what that verse statedt s definitely life of a distinctive character.

ITS SOURCE AND MANIFESTATION :

“That which was from the beginning, that which kave heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, ...(and the lifebeen
manifested, and we have seen, and bear withessepord to you
the eternal life, which was with the Father, and lhheen manifested
to us) that which we have seen and heard we répoyou, that ye
also may have fellowship with us; and our fellovpsisiindeed with
the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ” (I JbHR3).

The first epistle of John opens in a way whiclotiter epistle
does, and the first two words are, we suggestkefievords of the
epistle. “That which” is an abstract term, anarefto the “eternal
life”. It was “that which” was with the Father. €¥, ever and
abidingly so! A statement which conveys to thedmot only the
fact of its existence then and there, but alsoesq@s its character.
Here truly was a life incomparably unique; so moraly glorious
that it could only be manifested in all its esserdi qualities and
graces by the Son Himself become incarnate — “Godanifest in
flesh”.

Heard and seen from the beginning. Yes, fronb#gnning
of its manifestation and display before men inSlo@ in Manhood.
And so, He is said to be the “word (logos) of lifd1e ever was that,
but is now seen to be such in manhood before tbge efymen, He
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being the embodiment and expression of it. Thésvias never seen
on earth before, nor could be until He came for I${#he true God
and eternal life” (I John 5:20).

This life was in the mind of God for men before theages
of time (Titus 1:2), and that it might become theife of man, the
Son became a man, “the Man Christ Jesus”. How clég this is
put by another — “Being in Himself life, He came iito the world as
the life. The thing was embodied in the Person of the Lordlas,
and there it was — the life of man, not angelB&rsonally,
substantially, and manifestly — it is CHRIST!

It was that which the apostles had not only “samah heard”,
but that which their hands had handled. Here weslife which
they could take account of by eye, ear, and ingnsahtact with, and
that in all its moral excellencies and perfectiaaseen in Him. A
life, too, which they, as born of God (and latedvirelt of the Spirit),
were morally capacitated to appreciate and respmné&esponding to
it, they had fellowship together as to it, a felship designated as
being “with the Father, and with His Son Jesus €him a holy
mutuality of enjoyment and appreciatiomto this delightful circle
of fellowship we are now brought, for it is the prvilege and
portion of all those walking in the light of the ful revelation of the
Father in the Person of the Son. This position, fi the light”, is
that in which all believers are now set and walk.In it there is no
disturbing element of darkness, for “the true lighieady shines”, and
the “blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us &ibsin”. This last
is the moral basis of the position.

ITS COMMUNICATION TO MEN:

First, it is said to be the GIFT (or the act of faor) of God
(Romans 10:23). It must be so, being impossible attainment
under law or by any other means. Man, in Adam, being a moral
bankrupt, it must come by gift or not at all. Baithough it was the
disposition of God to give eternal life to men,alyhgod must have a
righteous foundation for the bestowal, or “actafdr’. He could not
connect eternal life with the state of man “in flesh”. This would
be inconsistent with righteousness, for man in $tetie was under
sentence of death, as judgment against time fer Siine sentence
must be carried out! Therefore, “As Moses liftgxthie serpent in the

wilderness, thus must the Son of Man be liftedtat every one who
believes on Him may not perish, but have life ed&rr{John 3:14).
He, the Son of Man, lifted up upon the cross, madsn for us,
bearing judgment and wrath of a holy God upon Him & the sin-
bearer, was abandoned of God there; died , and wésiried. So
we read, “God, having sent His own Son, in likerastesh of sin . .
has condemned sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3). &&mtatively,
then, there in Christ upon the cross “sin in tlesHl’ was judged, and
the while life and history of man as in that sfatdicially terminated.
God is therefore now free to connect eternal life ith man as in a
new state before Him; that is, as “in Christ” the isen Man, the
living Head of a new and heavenly race “He breather into them”
(John 20:22), as J.N.D. says, “a breath of inwded, land takes his
place as the Head of a race — a living race of noebe eternally
associated with Himself as the glorified Man invera

Being glorified, He the Son, having taken this newosition as
Man in heaven, and receiving “authority over all fesh”, that as to
all that the Father had given to Him He should givelife eternal”
(John 17:2).This life, then, is the “gift of God” and is
communicated to men by the Son.

ITS POSSESSION BY THE BELIEVER:

Now it is emphatically stated that “This life isHis Son” | John
5:11. ltisin Him essentially. Neverthelesssitrue also that “He
that has the Son has life” (verse 12). How ikat the has the Son
except by faith?

He, the Son, is presented before the vision of tiseul as the
Obiject for faith to grasp. Laying hold of Him thus, the One in
whom the life is, the believer is possessed of tHiée” which is in
the Son for man. Blessed fact! Faith connects himith the
Source of life for men and he has “eternal life”.He has it NOW.
But this appropriation of Him is as the One whdfiash and blood”
the Son of Man, has given His flesh for the lifataf world (John
6:52). How could He do this but by death? Hisybgiden, His
blood shed; so that “He that eats My flesh andkdriy blood has
life eternal” (v.54). 1t is the Appropriation of Himself in death; of
the necessity and fact of His vicarious death anddind-shedding,
as the moral basis for the communication of “life gernal”. Risen
again, however, and glorified, He becomes the “foddor the
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maintenance of the life communicated, for — “He atswho eats

Me shall live also on account of Me”.

Thus the soul is nourished, the spiritual and meooaktitution built
up and developed by feeding upon Him! We live paging to the
divine thought of life for us.

THE SPIRIT, THE POWER OF LIFE IN THE BELIEVER:
There is, then, now no condemnation to those in Ctat Jesus.”
“In Christ Jesus.” This is the new position for us No longer taken
account of as “according to flesh”, but “accordiadspirit”.
We have entered upon a new moral existence, and awm law, or
principle of life now governs us- the “law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus”. Thus vitalized, energized by tlea power of life, we
cease to mind the things of the flesh, and detigimind the things of
the Spirit, namely, those of life and peace. G@&p#git dwells in us,
the Spirit of life “on account of righteousness’hiah
characteristically is the “Spirit of Christ” (Rom=a8:1-9).

The effects of this power operating within are therdetailed in
this wonderful chapter. We “put to death the deed®f the
body’s” and live (v.13). As sons we are “led by #hSpirit” (v.14).
By the same Spirit we cry “Abba, Father” (v.15). knally, our
mortal bodies are to be “quickened” by the Spirit which now
indwells.
Bearing all this in mind, then, let us sow “to ®irit”", that from the
Spirit we may now “reap eternal life” (Galatian8)6: Again, let us
“Lay hold of eternal life” (I Timothy 6:12).

ITS NATURE AND CHARACTERISTICS:

God is the One who has given to us this life (inJ6:11).

Hence, it is a divine and spiritual life. Divinejn the sense that it
is from God as its Source and so having a nature Wih is
consistent with that of the divine Giver; spiritual, in that it is
outside the realm of the natural. It is not withinthe compass of
the five sensesHaving then this life, and the nature belongmd,t
it follows that features produced by the active uisp of that nature
will of necessity be such as are characteristiand, in accord with,
its divine Source.” God is light.” He is that estally. But what is
true of Him essentially should now be true of us
characteristically, if this life is to be expressed. Therefore, let u
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“walk as children of light, for the fruit of theglht is an all goodness
and righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:8). ,A8od is love” so
“every one that loves has been begotten of Goddlih 4:7). And,
“Every one that loves Him that has begotten lovuss him that is
begotten of Hifi Light and love, then, are to be seen in us as
expressed features of “eternal life”.

ITS SPHERE, RELATIONSHIPS AND ENVIRONMENT:

Eternal life, however, is to be known and realizeéh a sphere of
holy and divinely formed relationships;and that, too, in conditions
which are morally suitable to and consistent wliid life possessed.
These are to found, and there only, in the cir€laffections into
which have been brought according to divine purpaseow set
before the Father’s face holy and blameless in;lamd “blessed with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenlies in Gh(Ephesians 1:3-6).
In this position of unparalleled favor as sons, lwew the Father”,
and respond to His love.

Eternal life has gone back to heaven in the Persaf the Son. Its
eternal home is there where He is, and it is impoaint for us to
note that “There is nothing in common between thegheres of
heavenly life and earthly life now, we await a spitual and

glorified body; then, fully capacitated, we shall ater upon the full
realization of what “eternal life” is, which in all its fullness is now
seen in the glorified Man in heaven.

W.J. Brett

1. Where cheese is first mentioned in the Bible?

2. How many days did it take to rebuild Jerusalem’s wH?

3. Who was the first person to be called a mother-inaw in
the Bible?



MEAT
“Sanctify them by the truth”

THE GLORIES OF THE LORD
COLOSSIANS1:9-22

“What is thy Beloved more than another beloved?” isa question
asked in the Song of Solomon. What say you, deailtav-believer,
to this question?lt is an important one, for in the answer todslithe
true reason of the Christian’s confidence and hdpe. Apostle Paul
would doubtless have replied in some such wordseasrote to the
saints at Colosse, in the verses we have just leadne way the
epistle to the Colossians is greater than thelepistthe Ephesians,
for while in the latter the wonderful workmanshipdastructure of the
church, the body of Christ, is describédColossians the glories of
the Head are predominant; and it is the greatnessfdChrist the
Head which fills the body, this being formed for tke display of His
pre-eminence.

The Word of God reveals various titles and honbas belong to our
Lord, and these may be likened to the cutting béautiful diamond
with its numerous facets. The skill of the diamandter has been
exercised so that the beauty of the stone may bdred. Every
name, every title of Christ is like a fresh angle pon the diamond,
designed to bring out His inherent beauties, that & may view
them in the light of God, whose delight they are. Some of these are
gathered up in the chapter before us.

In verse 13 He is spoken of as “God’s dear Sonthore
expressively “the Son of His love”; this | will vierre to call

THE GLORY OF RELATIONSHIP

We have been translated into His kingdom, butHermoment let us
leave aside the consideration of this blessing,gaa# at the glory of
God's beloved. Its resplendence sets Him far, fasva all those
whom men may call belovedione can compare with Him in this
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respect, He is the Sonln the past ages of eternity He dwelt in that
holy, blessed relationship.

His eternal place was in the bosom of the Fathernlowing all the
secret purposes of love, knowing all the depths dhe Divine
counsels, all the good pleasure of God’s willt is in that character
the Son has come forth to make the Father knowa,tlae disciple
who pillowed his head on the bosom of his Mastas baid, “We
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotéthe Father.” We
beheld it, said John; we discerned it, when otkavs no beauty, that
they should desire Hime saw His glory as the beloved Son, the
One indeed in whom all the Divine counsels found #ir center,
for whom every thought of God had its purpose, whic ranged
forward into an eternity as limitless as the eterrty in which He
had ever lived in the Father’s love.

But pass on to versel4 and behold the glory thatthéeBeloved of
the Father, has won, its brilliance heightened bgtmast with that
which we have been considering. It is

THE GLORY OF REDEMPTION

Think of all that Christ was to God, and then turn your thoughts
to the darkness and woe of Golgotha. Think of theternal glories
of the Son, and then of His precious blood shed thave might live.
We may well be amazed at the journey that brought kn ever
downward, until He could go no further, for there was no further
to go, He had reached the bottom. There indeed wdke love of
God told out in the depths, in all its magnificentextent. Never will
the realms of glory, the breath and length and deptand height of
the vast universe of bliss, express the love of Gdike the cross of
or Lord Jesus Christ. There was a glory that was set before Him in
the past eternity, and He won it by the blood of Etioss, won it in
shame and dishonor, in darkness and death. Alaistdtay so many
are disposed to slight the cross, but to do so ake the fairest gem
from His crown, to hush the chorus of eternitysilence the song of
the redeemed. Hark, as it bursts forth, “Unto Himattloved us, and
washed us in His own blood.” When the saints sumdadim in glory,
the first note that reaches His ear will be in geadf His redeeming
love.



But the glory of redemption far exceeds our need$or it involves
the whole question of sin as it affects the naturand majesty of
God. When our Lord was about to leave the supper tédnehe
garden of Gethsemane, we hear Him saying, “Nowés3on of Man
glorified, and God is glorified in Him.” Pause a ment; do you
understand His words®hat is glory? Perhaps the simplest
definition of it is, the shining, or showing forthof excellenceTake
all the excellence of whatever you please, andlaijsip, that is its
glory. Hidden in the rosebud is the scent and cofdhe flower, but
when it opens in the sunshine, then is displayedgtbry of the rose
and its excellent fragrance is manifest. So wasttoellence of God
hidden, until the glory of redemption was won afech a fashion,
that all the attributes of Godis love, holiness, truth, majesty,
judgment, the rights of His throne, were perfectly displayed,
without any contradiction between them.|l venture to say that this
alone makes our Beloved excel every otidr.man’s schemes of
salvation are based upon the contradiction of the taibutes of
God. They set His justice against His love, His mey against His
holiness. But not so when the Son of God won theogy of
redemption, for then every quality that is in God was shown forth
in absolute and perfect balance.

In verses 15-17 Christ is seen as “the image ofrtisible God, the
first-born of every creature.” To him belongs

THE GLORY OF CREATION

The title “first-born” does not mean in any wise tte first who was
born, but that He is pre-eminent in excellency of ignity and
power. For because by Him all things visible and inJisibvere
created, the first place must belong to Him in #phere He has
formed. The importance of this is that among thelligent beings
that fill this creation, He, the image of the infinunseen, makes God
known, and this is the great end for which He hdidsgether. Verse
16 should read, “In Him were all things createdignt “all things
were created by him,” and lastly, they were credfed Him.” He
did it by Himself; creation is the work of the Son. He didfifor
His own pleasure and purpose, and in doing it, Heid it in
Himself, that is, He put His own stamp and characteupon it. As
an artist leaves upon his work the evidence of hisown
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individuality so that it is at once recognized as ik, so creation
bears witness of its Creator, the Son of Godvlen have not eyes to
see it now, but when the day of display comes, yewdnit of it will
utter glory, as Psalm 148 clearly show.

Yet another glory rises before our gaze in verse 19
THE GLORY OF REVELATION

It pleased the Godhead, that all the fullness shdulell in Him; this
is an assertion of His absolute deity, but alsorefelation, for
compared with at similar verse in chapter 2:9, ae that the fullness
dwells in Him bodily.

None but One who is God could reveal Godand abiding in flesh
here on earth, in mercy, in compassion, in suffgrass He laid His
hand upon the leper, as He unstopped the deafaedr®pened the
blind eyes, the Son of God has expressed by walddaed the very
heart of GodThe light of what God is like shone for every man.
Alas, those men should have seen and hated botdheand the
Father!

But He is also, verse 18, “the first-born from thead,” and in this title
we see

THE GLORY OF RESURRECTION

Surely the most wonderful victory ever achieved wasvhen the
Prince of life, the Son of the living God, shattem@ the forces of
death, led captivity captive, and tore the scepteof the domain of
death from the grasp of him who had so long possestit, and today
He stands in the glory of risen life, with the kefsHades and death in
His pierced hand. The absolute authority in thénrezf death belongs
to Christ. None enter that domain but at His word, and when He
pleases. He can take out of it whom He will.

Then, lastly, we are brought to the top stone,esed-22 —
THE GLORY OF RECONCILIATION

The Godhead is working through the Son, in order taeconcile all
things to itself. The great day for that has yet talawn, when sin will
be banished for ever from the universe of God, neveagain to
dishonor His name throughout the history of eterniy. God will be
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all in all, and the Lamb of God will have the glarffaccomplishing it.
Meanwhile the power of it in evidence, in thosesatty reconciled in
the body of His flesh, through death, already jgyin God, having
received the reconciliation (Romans 5:11).

What was it that brought your soul into harmony with God? Was it
not this, that like the man who was born blind, you eyes were
opened to see the Son of God as the sent One of Bagher? In this
lies the secret of rejoicing in the Lord always, irthis the power of
eternal life, and by this great fact Christ will acomplish the
reconciling al all things. For He is Head of His body, the church, and
through His church He is going to reap the answeHis request of
John 17:23, “l in them, and Thou in Me, that thegyrbe made perfect
in one, that the world may know that Thou has 84t and hast loved
them as Thou hast loved Me.” The glory of God tt@hes forth from
the city, the bride, the Lamb’s wife, is the witadhkat the Father sent
the Son. The universe will see it, the world wiihold it, the nations
will walk in the light of it, the kings will bringheir honor to it, and
heaven'’s hallelujahs will resound in praise oftervel of marvels that
in the fullness of Divine love, “the Father sera ton.”

Blessed results must follow for those in whose hearthese glories of
the Lord are enshrined. There will be the filling wth the knowledge
of God's will (v. 9); then fruit will be produced in the daily walk,

and growth in the knowledge of God (v. 10); then inconnection
with the glorious power of the Head, there will folow strengthening

unto all patience and longsuffering with joyfulness(v. 11); and
lastly, worship will rise to the Father who has cdéd and fitted us
for such an inheritance (v. 12).

Is the question answered for you, “What is thy Betb more than
another beloved?” Have you learned to know Himhiese glories? If
so, His name to you is above every name, He ishiefest among ten
thousand, yea, He is altogether lovely.

J. Green
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Exercise

"Exercise thyself unto piety”

In the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, the d& of
things in Judah and Jerusalem was rapidly deterioréing.
Jeremiah was the prophet, raised up of God and
commissioned to proclaim the word of the Lord and
courageously expose the state of things that wasaténg to
the final disaster. Baruch was the scribe that wasmployed
to write in a book the solemn words that Jeremiah &ad to
utter. This we learn when Jeremiah 45 is read.

The masses of the people were indifferent, if rastite, to all
that Jeremiah had to sagut not so Baruch. He not only
wrote down the prophecies of judgment, but he felthe
weight and sorrow of them, as we see in verse 3tbht short
chapter. Woe had been pronounced upon the people, butthe fe
it for himself, saying, “Woe is me now!” Moreovee laccepted
it from God. He might well have spoken of Nebuchegiar,
the great Babylonian monarch, as bringing the misgyon
them; but no, for what he cried was, “The Lord hadlded grief
to my sorrow.” He at least believed the things hd lvritten,
and he knew that the final crash was still to coare near at
hand.

Let us each challenge our hearts as to how we shduhave
reacted to such a situationIf endowed with some energy and
initiative, would not our tendency have been to, shgt times
of national disaster present great opportunities fbe
courageous individual for advancement and greafitprdt
would seem that the temptation to think in this waas present
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with Baruch; and hence the word to him, “Seekestitgreat

things for thyself? Seek them not'Self-exaltation was

definitely to be ruled out. He was simply told that his life
would be given to him as a “prey” or “spoil” wheehe might

be carried. God would preserve his life and thas wee only

profit he was to expect.

This little episode has been recorded in the Samgst for our
instruction. Let us seek to profit by it. From threment that
Solomon began to seek great things for himself tanglile up
riches, decline set in with the nation and its kirelf-seeking
in a day of prosperity is ruinous and even more sm a day

of declension and disasterThis was true of Israel who were
under the law. It is equally true, if not more so,for the

people of God today, since we are not under the lawut

under grace.

But, alas! Self-seeking has been a very prominghtrethe sad
history of Christendom. It began very early, foe tApostle
Paul in his imprisonment had to write, “All seeleithown, not
the things which are Jesus Christ's” (Phil. 2:28). few
centuries passed, and the awful evils of the a@ésia, which
reached its culmination in the Papacy, came to, passghich
self-seeking was pursued without a trace of sh&tik further
the centuries have enrolled on, and we find ouesehas we
believe, in the closing days of Christendom, anthefcharacter
of those days we get a glimpse in the Lord’'s wamshe
Laodicean church, recorded in RevelationTBe outstanding
feature of that church is its self-satisfaction, with is the
natural outcome of a self-seeking course, crowned it
success. There is indeed a striking affinity between the
“success” of Solomon and of the Laodicieans. Inlésiastes 2
we read how Solomon became “rich and increased with
goods,” until he had “need of nothing.” Laodicea wa in just
that state, though the “goods” in which they gloried, wereeaof
different sort to those of Solomon. At the finiSlglomon found
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his to be only “vanity and vexation of Spirit;” atlie end of the
Laodiceans to be spued utterly out of the moutihefLord.

The seeking of great things for self is, of all theendencies of
fallen human nature, the chiefestThe world-system has been
evolved according to the principles of fallen mérhas come
under the searching analysis of the Spirit of Gadd the
verdict is, “All that is in the world, the lust ¢ifie flesh, and the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is not lo¢ tFather” (1
John 2:16). And what are these three componens [drthe
world but different forms of self-seeking?

In the cross of Christ the world has been judgedas we read
in John 12:31. In that same cross “sin in the fldss been
condemned, as stated in Romans 8:3; that is denfahture is
condemned, anthereby “self’ is judged and set aside. At no
time is it to dominate the thoughts and desires othe
Christian.

Hence the word to us is, “Seek those things whichieaabove,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God” (Co. 3:1).
This is as important for us, whose lot is cast inhe twentieth
century, as it was for the saints of the first centry. Obeying
this injunction we shall be delivered from seekinggreat
things for ourselves.

And, what is more, we shall be seeking the graagtof God.
A devoted servant of God, who a century and a halgo was
a pioneer in missionary work, had as a motto somethg like

this: “Attempt great things for God, expect

great things from God.” Carey, the Northamptonshire
cobbler, spake thus, and he labored on, in spiteppbsition
and sometimes ridicule, particularly at the tratisa of the
Scriptures into native tongues. No spectacular lteswere
visible during his lifetime, but great things fro@od have
sprung form what he attempted for God.
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So let us remind ourselves that as with Baruch, saith us,
only in a far deeper and more wonderful sense, ouife has
been given to us as our “spoil.”It was prophetically declared
of our risen Lord that, “He shall divide the spwiith the
strong” (Isaiah 53:12) and we are brought into ¢kernal life
which is His, for we have it in Him.

The eternal life which is ours is not centered inedf but in
Him. As Christians, let us leave the world to seefor itself
the great things after which it lusts. We have thédife which
is life indeed and seeks only the things of God’sinrgdom
and of Christ. So let us obey Paul’s instruction torimothy
to “lay hold on eternal life” (1 Timothy 6:12), to which we
have been called by the grace of God.

F. B. Hole

1. 1 Samuel 17:18
2. 52 days (Nehemiah 6:15)
3. Naomi (Ruth 1:14)
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Rest
"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with thee?”

“BE CAREFUL FOR NOTHING”

“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by peayand supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made knowto God, and the
peace of God that passeth all understanding, &palb your hearts
and minds through Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6).

This is a familiar passage, but how many have we ae in the
power of it? How much do we know about it? It is wik enough to
read it in the Word, but how many who admire it thee have
translated into practical experience?You say, “| have been to the
Lord about a matter and come away quite resignedtab” But that
is not it: this does not propose to give you resignatiobut a peace
that passeth all understanding, the peace of @od. make your
request known to Him, and you are no more troubledabout it
than He is You do not know how He will arrange the mattaryou,
you are no longer burdened about the. who loves perfectly has
the matter in his hands now, you have put it thereHe will not
forget it nor neglect it, and in dealing with it He will bring forth
the issue according to His own knowledge of what vbe for your
present and eternal good.

Nothing may be altered. God may leave you the tnidifficulty, or
may let the sorrow run its full course, as in tlase of the Bethany
sisters.The circumstances are not changed, but you are angbu
live through the trial as one who dwells within thecircle of the
arms of God. David would say in the Psalms, “In the time ofutote
He shall hide me in His pavilion: in the secretHi$ tabernacle shall
He hide me” (27:5), and, “thou shalt hide themkie secret of Thy
presence from the pride of man, Thou shalt keem thecretly in the
pavilion from the strife of tongues” (31:20).

God is able to make good His word to us all.
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q. What is meant by the expression “baptized for the ead”
in 1 Corinthians 15:29?

&. This expression has often been misunderstoodt, Firs
baptism is a picture of death and we who are baptized are
identified with the One who has gone into deathstie
acknowledge ourselves as dead to this world. Sec¢orteelp us
in our appreciation it is important to understahdttverses 20-
28 of Chapter 15 are in a parenthesis. If we readev29 after
verses 18-19 the apostle shows us that if thame igsurrection
then “those who have fallen asleep in Christ haaresped. If in
this life only we have hope in Christ we are thestrmiserable
of men.” So why should we be baptized? Why identify
ourselves with a dead Christ if there is no restiwa? But,
Christ is raised from among the dead and also &hbat are
the Christ’s at His coming.”

Many of the early Christians suffered martyrdomgdas
many todayWe are baptized for or,_in the place othe dead,
those who have suffered the article of de¥k. are filling the
ranks of those who have fallen asleep, whether in
martyrdom or natural death. The thought in the mind of the
apostle is of a battlefield, in which fresh soldies are taking
the place of those removed by deati{(Simply put as those
who defend the faith and serve the Lord are takerthey are
replaced by new believers who will continue the Lat’s
work here on earth.) The apostle would ask us, why join that
company if our faith is vain and there is no resation? Let us
hear the glorious answer: “thus alsothe Christ all shall be
made alive” (1 Cor.15:22). We who are identifiedhaHim in
His death, along with all of those who have falksieep in
Jesus, will be “made alive,” quickened, and thetereimto what
is really “life.” So today let us heed Paul's admonition:
“Awake up righteously, and sin not; for some are igorant
of God” (1 Cor. 15:34). JAP
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HOME

PARTI1

Oh! Bright and blessed scenes,
Where sin shall never come;
Whose sight my longing spirit weans
From earth, where yet | roam.

And can | call my home
My Father’s house on high?
The Rest of God, my rest to come,
My place of liberty?

Yes! In that light unstained
My stainless soul shall live;
My heart’s deep longings more than gained,
When God His rest shall give.

His Presence there, my soul
Its rest, its joy untold,
Shall find, when endless ages roll
And time shall ne’er grow old.

My God the center is;
His Presence fills that land;
And countless myriads, owned as His,
Round Him adoring stand.

My God, whom | have known,
Well known in Jesus’ love,
Rests in the blessing of His own
Before Himself above.

J. N. Darby
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A& SACRED MOUNTAIN

In China there is a sacred mountain called Taishan.
For many years pilgrims would climb its 7,000 steps
to the top. First, they would pass through the “midile
gate,” then through “heaven’s southern gate,” until
they reached one of the most beautiful buildings iall
of China. It was called “The Temple of Azure
Cloud.” Here the people would offer sacrifices,
hoping they would reach God. But alas! The people
were no nearer God than when they took their first
step!

Man tries to reach God by climbing UP, but the
message of Christianity is that God came DOWN
in the person of His Son, the Lord Jesus, to save
us from our sins.

God is far beyond the highest mountain top, too far
away for sinful man to reach so only God Himself
could span the great gulf between us. By the great
miracle of the birth of the Lord Jesus He became a
man and died on the cross of Calvary for us. We
cannot climb to God, but He can come to us!

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners” (1 Timothy 1:15).

“If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart, that God
hath raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be
SAVED” (Romans. 10:9)

Do not keep trying to reach God in your own way, for it
will lead you nowhere. In faith take that step and
receive Jesus into your heart by faith.



