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Dear Reader,
“Her Nazarites were purer than snow” (Lamentations4:7).
A question was asked once; how can a young Christidive godly in
today's ungodly world? One thing is certain that Satan will use every art
and device he can command against a Nazaritee I€tiristians mingle with
the ways of the world—forgetting their heavenlylica—Satan will leave
them alone. For in that condition, as he well knothey are worthless for
God’s service and testimony. But if they are awaketo the absoluteness of
the Lord Jesus’ claims, and walk in the Spirit adlvas live in the Spirit,
they will soon discover that they will have to eonter the snares of the
enemy. It is on this account that the history ofmSan is very instructive,
teaching us first that the power of God is with time who is separated unto
Him; and second, showing us the character of timptations to which he is
in danger. It is therefore profitable to consideede, that we may be
forewarned of the “hidden rocks” that lie in therfShan’s course. Now the
strength of the Nazarite can only be maintainedvaiking in communion
with God, and in obedience to His word. Samson logsth of these
conditions by allowing himself to be governed bg sight of his eyes and
by the sway of his natural feelings. The suresn sif backsliding is
ignorance of one’s own condition, for the backglidecomes gradually
habituated to the loss of the enjoyment of the lsoptesence, leaving him
helpless in the hands of his enemies. May the keep us near to Himself,
in the secret of His own presence, and make us wa&hful against any
departure from the way of holiness, that in thestamt practice of self-
judgment, we may abide always in communion with Hamd in obedience
to His word. We need to be constantly in the presesf God, and to cry
with the Psalmist, “Search me, O God, and know egrh try me, and know
my thoughts: and see if there be any wicked wayé and lead me in the
way everlasting” (Psalm 139:23).

May the Lord use this issue to help you to grow igrace and in the knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ and may you reflect Him in yaur life and walk. Thank
you for your e-mails and notes of encouragement. Wieve hearing from all of
you. Please keep praying for the Lord’s blessing ohoward the Mark.

Yours in our soon-coming Lord,

“Emil (// Neaitred
Please send your questions and comments to:
Toward The Mark
c/o Wayne Christian Assembly
60 Smith Lane

Wayne, NJ 07470-5354

Attention: Emil S. Nashed

www.towardthemark.org
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"The truth shall make you free”

THE OLD NATURE AND THE NEW

A young man repented to God, believed the Gospel,kmew
his sins forgiven. He was so joyful day and nighd go full of
praise to God for His mercy, that he could scareglyor sleep.
After a time—genuinely converted to God though reswhe
began to discovein himself certain things which greatly
troubled him. He had supposed that in being bomminagis
stony heart would be changed, and his sinful desaken away
for ever. But he still found within him a tendentywards
wrong things. He was in downright earnest, and kbbg all
means in his power to crush the evil out and toagpthese bad
tendencies. Alas! the more he tried, the more uoyape
became. When he wanted to do good, evil was present
him. Then came the suggestion, “Ah, you were ndwaly
converted, it was all excitement. Give it up.” Hensulted his
minister, who advised him to “strive harder, labonore for
Christ, and give more to support His cause.” Hetdid but it
did not lessen his misery. He was a mystery to &iivend as
wretched now as he was happy before. He could mi¢nstand
why these evil desires should be present with hiherwhe
wanted to go on right and keep the Ten Commandmerttse
letter.

Whilst passing through this experience an explanatof
Romans 7 resulted in the removal of his difficdti@nd the
commencement of a new phase in his spiritual hist8hould
any reader be passing through a similar experienag,we ask
him to turn to that chapter? It contains thirtyetr “I's.”
Whenever a man uses a number of “I's,” we may bve ke is
occupied with himself. The man described there estn
desired to keep the law, which is “holy, and jastg good,” but
in seeking to do so he learned there was somethirtgm,
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which was the opposite of holy, just, and good.félend first

of all that he hadjood desires but no power to carry them out,
and evil desires which were ever present with hioh &hich he
could not overcomeThen he discovered that these evil desires
came from arevil nature called'sin” and the good desires from

a new nature called théinward man” Then by bitter
experience he was compelled to come to this sadlesion,
that strive as he may he could neither eradicatenmorove the
evil nature. The case was hopeless.

Have you made this discovery? Have you found yadieru
powerlessness to eradicate or improve the evil reagou
possess? Do you see that it is so incurably badytha can
neither alter nor improve it? When you have leartngsl lesson
you will cease saying,l“will be different today and do better
than | did yesterday.” You will cease to look foooginess
where God says there is none. You will say, “In ntkeat-isin
my flesh—dwells no good thing. After doing my best, aftér a
my striving, trying, resolving, | am forced to cest | cannot
keep God’s holy law. Oh, wretched man that | avhp shall
deliver me?” Thank God there is a Deliverer

We must travel onward to the eighth chapter tonléaod’s way
of deliverance. The One who has delivered us fromsms by
bearing the judgment due to them is the One by wheanget
victory over indwellingsin. How? “The law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesubath mademefreefrom the law of sin and death.
For what the law could not do, in that it was wéatough the
flesh, God, sending His own Son in the likenessiwful flesh,
and for sin [by a sacrifice for sifgondemnedin in the flesh.”
This means that the old evil nature called “fleahtl “sin” was
so bad that when Christ was crucified it was witedndemned.
Cease then to look for any good from it. Paul sdysam
crucified with Christ” (Galatians 2:20). And yowd, must
reckon yourself to have died with Christ.

Your language should be:



“Jesus died, and | diedith Him,
Buried in His grave | lay.”

In the end of Romans 7 we find a man thanking Gechad
found a Deliverer. For this you must look outsideunself,
straight up to a glorified Man who is seated onttirene of the
Majesty on high. His name is Jesus. Tell me, is déed
enough? “Oh, yes,” you say, “there is everythingHim to
delight the heart of God. He is the very oppositene: He
always did those things that pleased God.” Nowletask you,
if you were perfectly sure that all the goodnessgured up in
Him wasnow made yoursvould you give up yours and rest in
Him alone?

That is how the man in Romans 7 got free. He turaedy
from his “wretched” self, and he began thanking Gloalt in
Jesus Christ the Lord he had found a Delivererh&tecome to
a sober and right judgment as to self. He had éshto trace
everything to its source. Higill was on the side of the good,
and if evil was there he could say, “It is no mbtkat do it, but
sin that dwelleth in me” (Romans 7:17). If he ser@od’s law,
it is with the mind or “inward man.” He had learntal look
outside self for power, and that whilst the newumatis
powerless, of and in itself, to keep the law, powas vested in
Christ for him to draw upon.

Do not imagine that you cannot get out of the wrett

condition described in Romans 7. When you have

experimentally learned the lesson you will be ablesay, “I
have learned that | possess two distinctly opposatlires.
Before | was converted | had only one, olg self which God
calls ‘sin.” Sinning is doing what like without reference to
God. That sums up my unconverted days. Since lcaagerted
| have an entirely new nature called the ‘inwarchr@his has
holy desires, but no power in itself to carry theut, | also see
that these natures cannot mingle. | caraitgr the bad one, or
get rid of it Sin has its dwelling place in my flesh, and itlwi
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dwell there until my natural death. | cannot evictnor can |

reach a point where | can say | have no sin, féolin 1:8 says
that ‘if we say we have no sin we deceougselves(not God,

or other people). | have, however, learned that Ged

condemned sin in the cross of Christ and that ldkdapon me
as having died with Christ, so that | am to reckoyself as
dead indeed unto sin, and count upon Him as a &ailyour to

care for me, support me, and give me the victory.”

The lessons God would teach you are these:
In you, that is in your flesh, there is good
All goodis in Christ.
All the good in Christ Jesus yours(1 Corinthians 1:30-31).
There is no powen you
All poweris in Christ.
All Christ’s power isat your disposalPhilippians 4:13).

Let me add another word. A clear conception ofdbetrine of
deliverance from this state is not exactly the samsean
experimental knowledge of it. If you would know ghi
practically you must walk in the Spirit: reckon yself dead
indeed unto sin; do not parley or dally with tentioia, but look
immediately to Christ.

Distrust yourself wholly. Trust Christ fully for peer to walk
each moment. Yield yourself to God. Reckon yoursiad
indeed to sin. Live by the faith of the Son of Géfdyou are
disappointed in yourself50d is not He knew the worst about
you before He met you in grace. Your worst has lgerided
for in God’sbest Christ is God’s bestLook to Him, and you
too shall be able to thank God for deliverance;thig looking
must be a continuous act. Do not ignore the eviyan, look
ever, look always to Christ, reckoning yourself dieadeed
unto sin and alive unto God in Christ Jesus. Henaaloan
deliver you from the power of indwelling sin, bde can and
will.

H. Nunnerley



“Sanctify them by the truth”
Daniel 9:24-27

This is a most outstanding and unique prophechénBible—
unique because it does not come from the pen of anredpi
writer, but from the mouth of the angel Gabrighiquebecause
it concerns a great stretch of timetiquebecause it points to an
exact date. Indeed it stands in vivid contrast lte second
coming of our Lord, of which we are told no manitimer the
angels, nor the Son, know the day and hour wheiillibccur,
whilst Gabriel's prophecy tells us the time whea ttord Jesus
should die—"be cut off, but not for Himself” (Dahi:26).

It is no wonder that higher critics and atheistenagyally
unconverted men, should strive to prove that theklod Daniel
was written after the events. But only the blindd aften the
wilfully blind, can be deceived by their sophis§;ieSir Robert
Anderson has replied vigorously, and pulverisedr thgack in
his book, bearing the felicitous titleDaniel in the Critics
Den” Certainly Daniel had the best of it in the lisrden in his
day, and his critics were devoured, when they wlam@wvn into
the den into which their devilish machinations hidwown
Daniel. It reminds us of another incident occurraedgput that
time, when Haman erected gallows, fifty cubits high which
to hang Mordecai, who had excited his anger, buegsult was
hanged on it himself.

This notable prophecy of Gabriel’s tells us whee gnophecy

dates from, “the commandment to restore and to dbuil

Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:25). Here we have a date whiehare
able to fix with certainty. This is stated in Neham2:1 as
occurring in the month Nisan, corresponding to April/May,

in the 2@" year of King Artaxerxes. Then we have indicateal th
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date of the years of King Artaxerxes. Then we hianécated
the date when Messiah should be cut off, but notHimnself,
after sixty nine weeks from the date of the commaewmt to
rebuild the city.

It is evident the seventy weeks are not literal kge&hen one
considers all that is to happen within them, “toidgh the
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and da&em
reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in evesking
righteousness, and to seal up the vision and poypland to
anoint the most Holy” (v. 24). Also we have oneikstig
instance in Scripture where a day stands for a. Y& Ezekiel
4:5-6: “I have appointed thee each day for a year.”
Treating Gabriel's prophecy in this way, we findtginine
weeks have to elapse between the building of thé ima
Jerusalem and the death of our Lord. Counting a fgeaa day,
69 weeks = 483 years. The prophetic year is madef (§60
days, so 483 years x 360 = 173,880 days, and tisaveas to
the 10" day of the month Nisan in the ".8ear of Tiberius
Caesar, the Roman Emperor, and is the very day whehord
rode into Jerusalem on an ass’s colt, fulfilling frophecy of
Zechariah 9:9.

So it was possible for a godly Jew to anticipatedhproximate
time when our Lord should be born, and still moceunately
when He should die. Isaiah 8 indicates His dyinganly years
when the question is asked, “Who shall declaregdizeration?
for He was cut off out of the land of the livingdnd in Psalm
102:24 in the cry, “O My God, take Me not away e midst of
My days.” We know that the riding into Jerusalencurced
very few days before our Lord’s death by crucifixio

This accounts for sixty-nine out of the seventy kgeef
Gabriel's prophecy. Why should the seventy weekdbioken
up into sixty-nine weeks and then the seventietbkw®y itself?

Let us follow up the prophecy, and see what itstel. It was
under the Roman power that our Lord was crucifigd. the



prophecy tells us “the people of the prince thatlstome shall
destroy the city and the sanctuary.” When Jerusaleould be
destroyed the prince should not have arrived, bshould be
his people, that is the Roman people, who woulthdo

Our Lord Himself most vividly prophesied the samesrd,
which was to be God’s judgment on His ancient pedpt the
cutting off of their Messiah, the rejection of Hieloved Son.
This is very significantly set forth in our Lord{sarable of the
householder and his winepress, how the husbandtosing
and killing his servants, he last of all sent lur,ssaying, “They
will reverence my son,” and how when that occurfdtey
caught him and cast him out of the vineyard, amdvdhim,”
and how nothing was left but to “miserably destritypse
wicked men,” and “let out his vineyard unto other
husbandmen.” This was all fulfilled when Titus, then of the
Emperor Vespasian (A.D. 70), marched against Jemsa
besieged it, destroying “the city and the sanctuand in time
scattering the residue of the Jews among the r&tion

But according to Daniel 9:27 we have to wait fog #tdvent of
“the prince that shall come.” He is to “confirm tbevenant for
one week,” that is seven years, and in the midghefweek
break his covenant with the Jews, treat it as fapsof paper,”
causing the sacrifice to cease, and setting up dtiemination
of desolation” in the Temple to which our Lord nsfein
Matthew 24:15 as “spoken of by Daniel the proph@tlien that
takes place the “great tribulation,” the time otdlais trouble
(Jeremiah 30:7) will occur.

So the angel Gabriel gives u#stly, the start of the seventy
weeks, the going forth of the commandment to binéwall of
Jerusalemsecondlythe termination of the sixty-nine weeks as
the time of the crucifixion of our Lorahirdly, the destruction
of Jerusalem and the Temple (A.D. 7@urthly, the beginning
of the 70th week, that is, when the head of théveeWRoman
Empire will make a treaty with the Jew in the lamdth the
Antichrist, the second beast of the revelation—filh& being
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the head of the Revived Roman Empitihly, the breaking of
this treaty, and the outbreak of the Great Tribotgtbringing
things in the end, when our Lord shall appear,ipgitiown all
opposition; andsixthly, setting up His glorious Kingdom on the
earth.

Finally we have often heard it said there must béh@ most
seven years between the Rapture of the saints, thad
Appearing—the coming of the Lorfbr His people, and His
coming with them to set up His Kingdom on earth. This,
however, if dogmatically stated, rests on a miswtdading of
Gabriel’'s prophecy. The prophecy tells us thatl#se “week,”
ending in the coming of the Lord to reign upon #zeth, will
not begin till the covenant is made between thedHefathe
Roman Empire and the Jews in the land. Have welighy
when this will take place? We read in Revelatioril&&hat the
gathering together in view of the battle of Armaged will
take place under the sixth vial—the descriptionwdfich is
given in Revelation 19:11-21. So we gather thasthen seals,
providential judgment on the earth, must first their course,
and the most of the trumpets and vials, for itng/avhen we
come to the sixth trumpet that we find the prepanafor a
great battle, the number of the horsemen beingstaggering
number of 200,000,000; and in the sixth vial whtére‘way of
the Kings of the east might be prepared.”

When the predicted covenant for seven years is pthde and
not till then will the godly Jew be able to knowvhtong it will
be before the longed for deliverance will arriviepugh even
then the day and hour will not be known.

A.J. Pollock
Search the Scriptures!

1. Who was the first prophet mentioned in the Bible?
2. Who built a temple for Baal in Samaria?
3. What high priest was called by Paul a “whitewasivatl’?



"Exercise thyself unto piety”
CHRISTIAN AMBITION

The three short Scriptures to which | want to drgour
attention are as follows: 2 Corinthians 5:9, 1 HBaésnians
4:10-11, Romans 15:20.

The translators of the Authorized Version for sam&son used
three different words, “labour,” “study,” “strivédto translate
one word which occurs in the Greek of each of tlpzsesages.
We are told that there is also in English one wetdch they
might have used, but did not, the word “ambition.”

It is to that one word that | desire to call atient and to
emphasize in the three places where it occurs—ithetbree in
the New Testament, | believe. Let us read the gemeplying
the word referred to.

“Whereforewe areambitious that, whether present or absent,

we may be accepted of [acceptable to] Him.”

“We beseech you...thate beambitiousto be quiet, and to do
your own business.”

“Yea, so have | beeambitiousto preach the gospel, not where

Christ was named, lest | should build upon anotimam’s
foundation.”

If these are matters the apostle was anxious asotd himself
and others, it goes without saying they are imprtar us.

An ambitious man is usually a self-seeking man, tivre for

power or position, for wealth or fame. Self liesdta¢ bottom of
all his endeavours. Everything is looked at in kigat of his

objective, and is made to bend towards attainingut from the
above Scriptures we can see that there is an ambithich

may enter the Christian life, giving definite pusgoand aim to
it, without these self-seeking features.

A man of the world without ambition lives a purpless and
aimless life, and even by his fellows is not apf@ated. The
apostle Paul lived no such life, nor did he desimat others
should. Hear him say, in Philippians 3, “Otieng | do,” for

like an athlete he was forgetting the things behgd

stretching forward to reach the goal. Yet it is eobugh to have
desires for we read, “The soul of the sluggardrdési and hath
nothing: but the soul of the diligent shall be mé&at& (Proverbs
13:4). We must have energy to pursue and attaint wiea
desire.

The Christian life is no mere drifting with wind dirtide, but
rather sailing against them. What are we set fdne @reat
determining factor in reaching our object is notrmsach the
strength of the storm ake set of the sails

Our blessed Lord was wholly set for the will of Gahd we
know the strength of the winds that blew to driienHrom His
course. It was as though all the winds of woe esgdgmm their
caverns and rushed to hinder Him. But, “Thy vl don¢g'—
cost what it may—was His answer to it all. Such weslovely
devotion of that lowly life of purpose. Let us thesmember
that it is not our environment but our purpose that
determine our course.

Now consider the first of our Scriptures. The ajgistambition

was as to his personal state, and that in relabothe Lord.

Above everything he desired to personallyagreeable or well-
pleasing to the Lord. This was not exactly his mervthough it
would give colour to it. It was not what he wishiedbe under
the public eye but rather under the eye of Chtistder the
public eye the church in Ephesus appeared to bénzss for
Christ and to show great energy in service; buteurtdis eye
they were a company of backsliders. The Lord haldbainst
them—their love for Him was not what it used to Neas this
being agreeable to Him? It grieved Him sorely, amticated a
fall, from which there was no way of recovery sapentance.

10



How do we stand in regard to this very thing? It would seem
that the apostle is anxious to show us that outtsgi state is
far more important to the Lord than the amountwfservice. It

is all too easy to camouflage a low spiritual anorah state by
greater activity in service, or by adopting whapegr to be
lofty ideals.

There is a decided sidelight thrown on this pointhat verse in
Mark 3, which tells us how the Lord chose the tweto be
“with Him” before He sent them forth to preachidtwith Him

that we get our spiritual state affected and tamgdand a thing
that | have been made to feel for myself is thghhpressure
work in the service of the Lord is not necessattily best thing
for the soul.

Let us make it our ambition to be well-pleasingaod. Under
the law there was not only the meat offering (Lieuss 2), but
also the new meat offering (Leviticus 23:16-17)eTthrmer
typified what Christ was personally to God, a savai

delight—not His work but His life of perfect fragree. The
latter typified His people, presented in the poweithe Holy
Ghost. It is our privilege to form a part of thapd to reflect
some of those moral excellencies that shone sathyiop Him.

This, again | say, is not service, though it wocddbur and give
character to it.

In the second Scripture Paul speaks of another tempifor

which he would like to see young converts in Thiessea

distinguished: this not exactly in relation to trsmives but their
testimony towards them that are without. They werabound
in love one for the other, and pursue a quiet, gaahobtrusive
life in their daily business. This would stand aaot sharp
contrast to the men of the world who were seekingvierreach
each other rather than love each other, and toohstantly in

the limelight, as people say. Here he puts an hoapan those
who glorify God amid the discipline of everyday mess life.

Grace teaches us how to do this, as the apoddeuteln Titus
2. To live “soberly,” in ourselves, “righteouslyiil regard to
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others, “godly,” piously in relation to God, wilake the hum-
drum monotony out of life, and cause us to be amateven of
men (see Romans 14:18). Their Christianity waseiesden in
its work-a-day clothes—not inooksbut inboots

Others were showing a bad testimony in these thangs sad to
say, were finding an occasion for it in the sweepé of the
Gospel—the coming of the Lord. They were not wogkat all

and thus they became busy in Satan’s employ, bdégbon

other men’s matters. To be doing nothing in the whwork is

always bad for spirit, soul, and body. He exhohsnt to a
steady, quiet, close walk with God, and to let & their

ambition

When He exhorts them to lpgiet he does not mean them to be
dumb or silent. It is quiet in contrast to osteiotat feverish
bustle, and excitement. You don’'t need to drawnétia to
yourself, and yet you can speak of the Lord whidéngd your
own business, thus showing a light in the midsdafkness,
“They that were scattered abroad went everywheeaghing
the Word” (Acts 8:4). They just went “gossiping”etiWord,;
keep it to themselves, they could not. Don’t letiybusiness
hide your light. Nor is it necessary to thrustitgeople’s faces.
Just let it shine!

In the third Scripture Paul tells us of his ambitia connection
with his service. He did not wish to merely holdaegelical

views, but to be evangelistmractically. His ambition was not
only to have evangelical sympathies but to be aggyrely

evangelistic in spreading the truth of the Gospébere he
would not be building on any other man’s foundation

You may say, | suppose you are now speaking inuiavd
missionary work. Yes, but missionary work has ra timit
which we often put upon it. More correctly, we dped it as
evangelizing. Doubtless the apostle had beforewtat we call
missionary work among the unevangelized massesathbn;
and may God multiply a thousandfold those who h#we
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ambition to visit such places, where there is ravy td building
on any other man’s work.

But let me plead and pray for another form of tleme
ambition, to be found in fields a little nearer hmmThe
pioneering work is as much needed today in wherdiweeand
work as it is needed anywhere; for there are tétisonsands of
baptized pagans to be found, as there are unbdptagans in
the dark places of the earth. What are the congoegathat
enter the churches today listening to? Anythingthet Gospel
in the vast majority of cases.

The apostle Paul used to plant assemblies; thaeigreached
the gospel and taught the believers to gather hegah the

name of the Lord Jesus Christ. Then Apollos wouolchetimes

come along and water what he had sown, and God tjeve
increase.

Has this died out? And if not, could we say that are
conspicuous for it? Has it been one of the ambstioh our
lives? Of coursedifficulties will present themselves but faith
sees an opportunity in a difficulty, whereas indoke will seek
an opportunity to escape the difficulty.

What | would plead for then, and what | am sure Ltioed
would approve of, is that the Christian young peogét it as
the burden of their hearts to go forth with theggsLet them
carry it to towns, schools and universities enstieau in
darkness, while in many cases boasting in theintlignd
intelligence, but poisoned with the evil of modemi Let them
not wait so much for invitations here and therenfrother
builders, who may indeed have more zeal and couthge

themselves, and yet present them with none too gaod

foundation on which to build.

| would plead too for whole-hearted young men, wiilh turn their
business journeys into opportunities for reachhmg people with the
Word. How blessed we shall be if we make each aombif the three
our own!

A. Cutting
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"Shall I not seek rest for thee, that it may be well with
thee?”

HE IS ABLE

“But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was aftad beginning
to sink, he cried, saying, Lordaveme” (Matthew 14:30).

o “Wherefore he is able also savethem to the uttermost that

come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make

intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25).

“And straightway the father of the child cried oaihd said with tears,
Lord, | believe;help thou mine unbelief’ Mark 9:24).

o “For in that he himself hath suffered being tempteglis able
to succour (help)them that are tempted” (Hebrews 2:18).

“When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the dBsesweeping
which came with herhe groaned in the spirit and was troubled,
And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unio, hiord, come
and seeJesus wept (John 11:33-35.)

o “For we have not an high priest which cannottbeched
(sympathieg with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in
all points tempted like as [we are, yet] without"gHebrews
4:15).

» “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to
help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16).

Jeffrey Brett
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THE SEEING EYE!

“The hearing ear and the seeing eye, the Lord haade them
both” (Proverbs 20:12).

The Bible tells us that God’s eternal power andrgivhature
are clearly seen in the things that He has made.dDthe most
obvious displays of His creative power is the hurag.

Even Charles Darwin conceded that “to suppose ttiateye,
with all its inimitable contrivances for adjustirige focus to
different distances, for admitting different amaof light, and
for the correction of spherical and chromatic adgon, could
have been formed by natural selection, seemsglyfreonfess,
absurd in the highest possible degree.”

Nonetheless, having abandoned his Christianity wibamwas
obliged to appeal to the “absurd” to account fa dhigin of the
eye by random change and natural selection.

The Eye is a Living Camera

The eye is essentially a living video camera ofraxtdinary
sensitivity. Like any good manmade camera, thehaygea black
interior to prevent light scattering, and an autboadly
focusing lens and adjustable diaphragm to contilight. And
like the most sophisticated modern digital camettas,eye has
a light-sensitive layer (the retina) that can atfjos wide range
of brightness.

But unlike any camera made by man, the retina can
automatically change its sensitivity to brightnessr a range of
ten billion to one! The retina’'s light-sensitive llse
(photoreceptors) can perceive a range of lightfosight sunlit
snow to a single photon (the smallest unit of lighte eye also
has the amazing ability to assemble and repaitf,itaalike
manmade cameras.
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Looking Out a “Window”

It is said that a camera is no better than its. |elesv good is the
lens of the human eye?

Actually, the human eye has two excellent lenseg—ttrnea
and the lens proper. During our development in wuenb,
embryonic skin over the developing eye turns intclear
window. To be so crystal clear, this special typeslan lacks
the blood vessels, hair, and glands in most otkier though it
contains many nerves (and is highly sensitive tid.

Although we tend to think of the cornea as a ptoteavindow
rather than a lens, it really functions as a lémsact, the cornea
is about four times more powerful in bringing ligbtfocus on
our retina than the lens itself.

The “Rubber” Lens

The lens proper, like the cornea, is also derivethfembryonic
skin and is marvelously transparent. Unlike theedixcornea,
however, the lens can change its focus. This autorftecusing
function allows us to quickly focus on any object Yook at.
Most cameras focus by physically moving their hartses, but
the lens of the eye is flexible like rubber and qgaickly focus
by changing its shape.

Since man’s fall into sin, much of God’s originakation is
now less than perfect, and so the lens loses flgyiwith age,
reducing both its clarity and its ability to focus.

Your Brain is Showing

While the cornea and lens develop from embryonin, gkost
of the eyeball develops in the embryo as a bud filmenbrain.
Think of it, you can actually examine part of somes brain
just by looking them in the eye!

The eyeball buds off the brain in just the righsition for it to
look out through the lens and cornea. It would b&hame to
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have eyes in our head, but no windows in the skilodk out
through.

The Muscular Eye

We don’t generally think of our eye as a musculaaa, but
this small orb has some of the busiest musclehénbiody.
There are two sets of muscles inside the eye. @nepens and
closes the iris diaphragm, admitting different amtsuwof light.

The second set of muscles is attached by “strirtgs'the

perimeter of the lens and changes its shape ddadogsing.

There are also three pairs of muscles attacheldetoutside of
the eye. These muscles rotate the eyeball so wdocdnin

different directions without moving our heads. Bafly one

pair of muscles works like reins on a horse to Himeye left
and right. A second pair of muscles, attached & tdp and
bottom of the eyeball, aims the eye up and downalBj, a

third set of muscles rotates the eye like a dodsknbhe

purpose of these last two muscles is to keep asiowilevel

when we tilt the head from side to side, so we tgat dizzy.

(The Lord thinks of everything!)

Just think of it. Everywhere we turn our gaze, tweeteparate
muscles (six on each eye) move in perfect coordindor us to

see the object we'’re looking at. If our eyes areneslightly

misaligned, we see double. This remarkable cootidimas like

a marksman so accurate with a pair of pistols tieatan make
only one bullet hole every time he fires both guns!

We Even Have Window Wipers and Washers

Our eyelids not only protect our eyes and covemtinhen we
sleep or blink, but also serve as window wipersthar cornea.
Deep under the upper eyelid, toward the side ohteal, each
eye has a special reservoir of eye-washing fluiledathe
lachrymal glands. These glands secrete a wateryflted that
has just the right acid level (pH) and osmotic @=ariration)
properties. The fluid also contains special enzythatkeep the
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eye clean of things that cause infection, andstsggecial oils to
reduce evaporation. It also gives our cornea a #msarface
for optimum vision.

If you look very closely at your eye, you will nogi a small
opening on the margin of your upper and lower elgetiear the
nose. These holes, called puncta, are attachedirtgpgp that
remove the tear fluid as it flows across the ey @uain it into
the nose. This continuously flushes our eyes ofide@nd keeps
our cornea from drying out (which can cause blirsdije

When we produce too much tear fluid (as in weepitig layer
of liquid over the cornea can get too thick, afifegtour vision.
As the tear pumps remove the tear fluid and drainto our
nose, we get the sniffles. If too much tear fluedwmulates for
our pumps to keep up with it, tears overflow anidl down our
cheeks.

We humans are the only creatures God created #ratcry
emotional tears. We are also the only object ofrdtemptive
work of Jesus Christ, who came into the world teesas from
the wages of sin. What a wonderful comfort that Heavenly
Father has promised to wipe away all our tearsmfpain, and
sadness.

“And God will wipe away every tear from their eydisere shall
be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying...for thenkr things
have passed away” (Revelation 21:4).

Answers in Genesidagazine

Answers to Scripture search!

1. Abraham (Genesis 20:7)
2. Ahab (1 Kings 16:32)
3. Ananias (Acts 23:3)
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SUPPOSE IT IS TRUE AFTER ALL!

Two friends were talking on religious topics. Thaigcussed the question of punishment
for sin in a future life. They settled to their owatisfaction that there was none. They
decided that hell was a myth. They argued thaktis no need for God or a Supreme
Being since scientists say that the universe dedalid man could have come into being
through “natural” causes. And they agreed that ef/émere were a God, He would be a
God of love and thus could not consign His creattweeverlasting punishment.

Then a Christian, who had been a silent listener tthe discussion asked:
“Suppose it is true after all?”
The question fell on the ears and hearts of therdtto with crushing force.

Suppose it is true after allthat the God of the Bible is real and living? Wbybu, a
mortal being, be willing to risk your eternal destiby arguing against the eternal “God,
who cannot lie” (Titus 1:2)? “He who does not bedigGod has made Him a liar” (1 John
5:10).

Suppose it is true after allthat “In the beginning God created the heavenstaaearth”
(Genesis 1:1)? When you stand before the Creatdr@othe day of judgment, what
reason will you offer for having given all the gfaeind credit for the beauties and glories
of the earth and the universe to the impersonad@b chance and nature rather than the
personal Creator-God? Scientists, in fact, do N@Veha reasonable explanation for the
origin of the universe. If the universe explodetbibeing via the “Big Bang,” they cannot
explain where the original matter and energy caromenf This is just a feeble attempt to
replace the eternal, personal Creator-God withtamal but impersonal matter-energy-
god. Many scientists, and others too, would prefdselieve that a personal God does not
exist; that way they are free to be their own “gbtiging their lives however they please,
without having to worry about what God thinks

Suppose it is true after allthat hell is a reality? A skeptic sneeringly ask&tlhere is
hell?” The ready and true answer came, “At the @fnal Christ-rejecting life.” Let me ask
you: What lies at the end of the path you are n@ading? The Scripture says, “It is
appointed for men to die once, but after this thigment” (Hebrews 9:27).

Suppose it is true after allthat the Lord Jesus is the only Savior, and Hiatldend
resurrection provide the only means by which you foa fitted for God’s presence? Jesus
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. Ne@omes to the Father except through Me”
(John 14:6). What if you ignore Him and leave Himt of your life? “How shall we
escape if we neglect so great a salvation?” (Heb&®). “God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever belieweslim should not perish but have
everlasting life...He who believes in Him is not centhed; but he who does not believe
is condemned already, because he has not beliextbd hame of the only begotten Son of
God” (John 3:16, 18).

Suppose it is true after all?How terrible will be your doom if you “die in yowgins”
(John 8:24). Dear friend, flee to Christ and beesavAnyone not found written in the
Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire” (Reatbn 20:15).

Be assured that IT IS TRUEgr all who place their trust in Christ for salvation.
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will besaved” (Acts 16:31).

Act upon it today!




	TOWARD THE MARK52COVER.pub (Lecture seule).pdf
	Toward the Mark 52r Intr.pdf
	Toward the Mark52r.pdf
	Suppose it is true after all-r.pdf

